27/ 08/ 2000

Case for eco-tourismin Ml aysia

ECO TOURI SM has devel oped into a major industry worldw de and is
continuing to show strong growt h. Being endowed with rich natura
resources, Malaysia too is actively pronoting eco-tourismat various
| ocations in the country.

Mal aysia is one of the 12 "negadi versity" countries in the world.

Mal aysi a, Zaire, Brazil, Venezuel a, Indonesia and several other tropica
countries support 60-70 per cent of the planet's total biological
diversity. Malaysia's biodiversity accounts for 15.7 per cent of the
wor | d' s bi ol ogi cal resources.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad recently urged tourism
devel opers to practise sustainable eco-tourismand to nmanage our natura
treasures w sely.

This is crucial to prevent deterioration and irreversible damage to the
envi ronnent .

The i nmportance of bal anci ng environnmental conservation with positive
econom c return is gradually being recognised by many sectors of the
soci ety.

Stricter regulations and cl ear guidelines by the Governnent, and
i ncreasi ng awar eness anong devel opers are changi ng the scenari o of eco-
tourismin the country.

Many realise that the goose that |ays the gol den egg needs to be
preserved.
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