01/ 02/ 2000
Castro invites PMto Havana for G 77 neet

Ei r mal asar e Bani
CUBAN Presi dent Fidel Castro has invited Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to Havana in April for the G77 Sunmit.

M M guel Ranmirez Ranps, Castro's special envoy, extended his
President's invitationto the Prine M nister when he met Foreign M nister
Dat uk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday.

The groupi ng of 77 devel oping nations will be neeting fromApril 11 to
14 this year.

Syed Hami d, speaking to reporters after neeting Ranos, said Castro had
requested Dr Mahathir's attendance to the sunmit as the President feels
that the Prine Mnister "will give a neani ngful and effective presence at
the Summt".

"This is because Dr Mahathir is well-known for his strong support and
conmitnment in the devel opment of South-South countries which conprise
smal | and devel opi ng African and Sout h Aneri can nations," Syed Ham d sai d.

Syed Hamid said he will forward the invitation to Dr Mahathir.

| ssues to be discussed at the Summt include the inpact of gl obalisation
on Sout h- South countries and how the devel opi ng nati ons can play a nore
i mportant role at the United Nations special assenbly in New York this
Sept enber .

"Mal aysi a consi ders Sout h-South cooperation as a very inportant forum
for devel opi ng nations to express their views and agenda for action.

"We hope the sunmit will be successful, bearing in mnd the failure of
the Wrld Trade Organi sation neeting in Seattle," Syed Ham d sai d.

Asked whet her Dr Mahathir was invited to address the sumit, Syed Hanmid
sai d as the head of one of the 77 governnents, the Prine Mnister will
obvi ously be asked to deliver a speech i n Havana.

Di pl omatic rel ati onshi p between Ml aysi a and Cuba began in 1975 but the
Cuban Enbassy was only set up i n Kual a Lunpur in Septenber 1997 fol | owi ng
Dr Mahathir's visit to the country earlier in the sane nonth.

The visit was part of Dr Mahathir's 11-day South Anerican tour which
i ncluded Chile, Uruguay and Argentina. Syed Hanmi d said he was al so briefed
by Ranps on the custody di spute over a six-year-old Cuban boy, a shipw eck
survi vor of a group which attenpted to reach the US.

He sai d the Cuban Foreign Mnistry had recently sent aletter requesting
Mal aysi @' s support for the boy to be sent hone to Cuba. "I have responded
tothe letter saying that we support the position of international |aws
and conventions," he said.
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