22/ 07/ 2000
Certain activities banned

V. Anbal agan

LUMJT, Fri. - Welfare and social clubs in the civil service have been
banned fromorganising religious tal ks and activities unless sanctioned by
depart nent heads.

Chi ef Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli said today
this was to prevent undesirable el enents fromattacking the | eadership and
its policies.

Abdul Halimsaid, in the past, any speaker was allowed to deliver tal ks
as the aimwas to instil noble values anong civil servants.

"However, sone irresponsible peopl e abused their authority during such
tal ks and workshops to attack Government | eaders and its policies," he
told reporters.

He was presenting the M5 | SO 9001 qual ity nmanagenent accredition
certificate to KD Pel andok, the Royal Mal aysi an Navy training coll ege
her e.

Abdul Halimwas asked to respond to a statenment by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad during a special interviewthat there were
certain people who did not Iike the Governnent's desire to inculcate
I sl ami ¢ val ues and had taken advantage to distort and spread teaching that
caused hatred anobng civil servants.

Abdul Hal i msaid departnment heads had al so been asked to identify their
staff's involvement in the deviationist A -M'unah novement.

"They have been asked to closely nmonitor the actvities of their
subordi nates believed to have links with the group. Action will be taken
against themif we have sufficient proof," he said.

On the arrest of several Al-M' unah nenbers who included civil servants,
he said they were waiting for the police to conplete their investigations
into the extent of their role and activities.

Earlier in his speech Abdul Halimsaid, of late, there were attenpts by
certain groups to influence civil servants, including those fromthe
defence forces to go agai nst the Governnent.

"These groups spread |ies against | eaders in the hope of eroding the
peopl e’ s confidence in the present administration,” he said.

He said these groups clainmed the recent incident in Sauk was
orchestrated by the arnmy and police and such assunpti on was notorious and
cruel

Abdul Halimsaid by doing so they hoped to bring down the i nage of the
police and arny.

"W do not stage a drama (sandiwara) with people's lives," he said,
adding that the security forces had a good track record in defending the
nation's peace and security.

He called on soldiers to be aware of attenpts to influence themwth
pr opaganda.

The college, an internationally acclainmed training school, is the first
unit anong the army, navy and air force to receive the accredition.
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