04/ 06/ 2000
" Chanpions' only in nanme (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Government will not entertain allegations of
human ri ghts abuse by so-call ed chanpi ons of the i ssue who not only nade
false clainms but were also guilty of the sane.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d t hose who accused Mal aysi a of being
undenocratic were guilty of oppressing the rights of the indigenous people
in their countries.

The Prime M nister said the |ist of abuses committed by the so-called
chanpi ons i ncl uded:

* Not payi ng conpensation after appropriating | and bel onging to the
i ndi genous peopl ¢;

* Not giving heed to the voice of the magjority in international foruns;

* Violating the rights of sovereign states by kidnapping their citizens
and then putting themon trial under the aws of their own country;

* using police to beat up denonstrators, chaining the linbs of their
prisoners and fitting themw th el ectronic gadgets that caused electric
shocks that could kill; and,

* their police opening fire without thoroughly checking and causing the
death of innocent people. They |later aggravated the situation when their
courts found the police officers not guilty and set themfree.

Pl edging loyalty to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong on the occasi on of the
King's birthday at |stana Negara today, he said the people who abused
human rights el sewhere were "violent and cruel”

Li kening their character to a Mal ay proverb pukul dul ang paku serpih
kat akan orang, kita yang lebih, the Prime Mnister said they had no right
to assess the level of human rights or justice in other countries.

The fact that the Governnment conducted general election every five years
wi t hout hitches was testinony that denocracy was alive in Ml aysi a.

He said al though the Opposition could win power in certain States,

Mal aysia was still | abelled undenocrati c.

The all egation that Ml aysia did not practise denocracy and viol ated the
rights of its people was actually made by those with bad intentions, he
added.

"They want to weaken our Governnent by bringing its credibility in the
eyes of the world into question.”

Dr Mahathir said the fact that Ml aysia was respected and had i nfl uence
over many devel oped and devel oping nations for its effective foreign
policies made it unpopul ar with countries which exploited weak i ndependent
nati ons.

“In return, their |eaders and their nedia never acknow edge our nany
achi evenents," he said. "They have never accepted the fact that Ml aysia
is uniquely a nultiracial country with diverse religions, cultures and
races but free of racial riots."

Dr Mahathir said these countries also did not acknow edge the fact that
Mal aysi a was able to successfully address its econom ¢ woes wi thout their
gui dance or assi st ance.

The sane countries, he said, refused to accept the fact that Ml aysia
was t he nost devel oped anbng devel opi ng countries with an effective
admini stration.

"Al though there is bribery (in Malaysia)," he said, "it is not
wi despread and has not affected the administration of this country."”

He al so disnissed the notion that major infrastructure projects had



adversely affected financial adninistration, adding that savings had
i ncreased by 50 per cent.

Dr Mahathir said that while the Governnment woul d continue to uphol d
denocratic principles, the right to free speech was conti ngent on the fact
that the people did not violate the denocratic rights of others.

He said Malaysia' s foreign policy would reflect its conmtnent to
justice in international relations.

On the econony, he said all Governnent projects shelved due to the
econom ¢ probl enms had been revived.

Busi ness and trade regi stered a handsone growh with the surplus in
bal ance of paynent increasing to RW2 billion in 1999, he said.

Economic growth for this year was forecast at 5.8 per cent.
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