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Chance for devel oping countries to take stronger stand on world trade

Kasnmi ah Must apha

FOR a week, begi nning Saturday, Bangkok will be very much in the news as
it hosts the 10th United Nati ons Conference on Trade and Devel opnent
(Unctad) summit.

The gathering is being billed as the first big neeting on trade since
the World Trade Organisation's Mnisterial Meeting in Seattle |ast
Novenber col | apsed in violent protests.

H gh on the agenda of the neeting will be issues covering the future of
gl obal i sation and trade |i beralisation.

Econoni ¢ deci si on-nakers, from devel oped and devel opi ng countries, wll
be involved in debates on howto get trade |iberalisation revitalised
after the failure in Seattle.

Anpong those who will be attending are Wrld Bank president Janes
Wl f ensohn and out goi ng I nternational Mnetary Fund managi ng director
M chel Candessus.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, who will be | eading the
Mal aysi an del egation, will raise the concerns of devel oping countries on
the effects of globalisation

Unctad pronotes trade as a tool for devel opnent in poor nations and does
not negotiate or enforce trade pacts |ike the WO

It is often viewed as the only gl obal forum where devel opi ng nati ons can
make their voices heard as their aspirations are close to the body's
mandat e.

Unct ad secretary-general Rubens Ricupero said the neeting would offer
governnents a tinmely opportunity for an orderly debate, in a non-
confrontational climate, on solutions to the problens created by
gl obal i sati on.

The neeting is viewed by devel opi ng countries as an inportant step in
their canpaign for a stronger voice in world trade

The di ssatisfaction over the stance of the four big powers - the United
St ates, Japan, the European Union and Canada - on sone key issues was the
mai n reason the Seattle neeting was marred by anti-gl obalisation protests.

Wth the failure of the WO neeting, plans to |aunch the so-called
"M I I enni um Round” of global trade tal ks were al so ruined.

Anti-WO protesters have accused the body of destroying the environnent
and workers' rights.

The non-governmental organisations clained that new trade deal s were
being drafted without earlier or nore input fromtrade unions,
environnental i sts and others who woul d be affected by them

They said that devel oped nations failed to listen to the voi ces of poor
nations in trade-nmaki ng deci sions which were affecting their Iives.

Al ready, organisers of the Unctad conference are preparing for Seattle-
type riots with Thai police gearing its biggest-ever security operation to
prot ect del egati ons.

Real i sing that the voices of NGOs are inportant and shoul d be heard,
organi sers of the Bangkok neeting have pl edged to sit down with anti -
gl obal i sation groups to get their input on shaping trade in the gl obalised
era.

The NGCs had urged the Unctad del egations to break down trade barriers
bet ween devel oped and devel opi ng nati ons.

They al so want the body to play a najor role in revanping the world
financial system which is weighted in favour of rich countri es.



However, the absence of |eaders of devel oped countries, notably the US,
at the neeting could hanper efforts to renodel the gl obal trading and
econom ¢ system

As officials hope that some trade di sputes which hurt the WIOin Seattle
wi Il be addressed i n Bangkok, devel oping countries have to assert their
stance in influencing the way business is done.

They have to come together and determ ne that the next round of gl obal
trade talks will not put themat the nercy of the rich countries.

Hopeful Iy, threats of denonstrations and street protests will not derail
them fromachieving this m ssion.
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