02/ 08/ 2000

Chance for wonen to e-mail PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Wrnen of Malaysia will be able to personally e-nmail
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to state their needs,
suggestions and frustrations via the Internet.

Al'l one has to dois log on to the website ww. nymal aysi abol eh. com and
send their mails - on anything and everyt hing.

Thi s project called "WarkahNet untuk PM' (a letter for the PM is an
effort by Yayasan AzamWanita (Yaznita) and Wnen's | nternet Counci l
Mal aysia (Masnita) in conjunction with Wnen's Day on Aug 25.

(Yaznita is a charity body that was set up to rai se the status of wonen
to be an equal partner in the devel opnent of the nation and country.
Masnita was set up by Yaznita to reap the benefits of the Internet with
regard to wonen.)

I n launching the website today, Datin Paduka Zal eha Ismail, also the
presi dent of Masnita, said the project is to pronpote the positive use of
the Internet.

"The thene for Wonen's Day this year is "Nur' (Light), which neans that
we wonen are the light that lights the nation. Inlinewith this, we nust
strive to be so - be it as nothers, as teachers and as citizens," said
Zal eha.

Masni ta advi ser Datuk Dr Mohd Radzi Abdul Latif guaranteed that "in the
name of Internet freedom there will be no censorship".

"We will, however, rmake sure that there is no repetition of nessages and
that all messages are politely worded, with respect to our well-mannered
Mal aysi an cul ture.

"W are aware that it will reach only a small percentage of Ml aysian
worren but we hope that this will be a start to create nore | T awar eness
anong women, " sai d Zal eha.

Masnita will ensure that women's organi sations nationwi de will be
contacted to nake this project a success.

"For those who are not conputer literate, they can approach wonen
| eaders in their areas and request themto send an e-mail on behal f of
them

"This is a non-political project and when we wonen voi ce wonen' s i ssues,
we shoul d not be political.

"Let the Prime M nister read what wonen of Mal aysi a have to say,
Zal eha.

The | ast date to send e-nails is Aug 20.

( END)
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