28/ 02/ 2000

Change for a nobl e purpose

NO empowernent is as effective as self-enpowernent. This is the core of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s message to Buni putera
professionals. This, too, has been the underlying phil osophy of the
Governnent's policies or, as perceived by some neo-|iberal subscribers,
state intervention.

The hel p given by the Governnent to the Bumi puteras is akin to teaching
a man how to fish rather than giving hima fish. The aimis to raise the
soci o-economi ¢ status of the community and, simultaneously, attain
econom c parity anpong all races.

Such hel p was given to prevent the "ghettoisation" of the Bum puteras,
not to make themthe brats of national econony. Sone progress have been
attai ned - an achi evenent which began at the point when the conmunity
enbraced a culture of change, sieving through their legacy to nurture the
good and weed out the bad. As pointed out by Dr Mahathir, in 42 years, a
dignified, nodern and respected race had risen but alas, it has yet to
reach its full potenti al

More distressing is his observation that there are "al ready signs that
this fragile, young civilisation is about to decline rather quickly". This
is seen in the | ackadai sical attitude of the Ml ays whi ch expl ai ns why
they are easily conplacent, indulge in power tussles and acrid enmty.
Such tendenci es nmust be purged | est this nodern civilisation will crunble
and the efforts in the four decades since i ndependence will cone to
naught. Qur fate will be |ike Shelley's "Ozymandi as, ki ng of kings; (who
sai d) Look on nmy works, ye Mghty, and despair nothing beside remains ..
boundl ess and bare..."

Dr Mahathir's warning is tinely for history proves that it takes little
time to turn the clock centuries back. Cultural change is desirable for a
positive determ nation of greater progress. Intellectual scoundrels will
cling to the tradition of noral geography which |inked environnent and
race to tenperanent, nerit and wi sdom The theory of racial superiority is
as wong as the one that proclaimed that the earth is flat. Al races have
the same capabilities.

The perception that culture plays a role lies in the dynan sm of sone
val ues in bringing good or bad and in spurring on or bl ocking progress.
Hence, there is truth in sociologist Max Wber's theory that "in the
hi story of econom c devel opnment, culture makes all the difference as seen
in the enterprise of the Chinese, Indians in East Africa, Lebanese in West
Africa, Jews and Cal vini sts throughout Europe".

But this does not translate into ethnic exceptionalismor exclusivism
Rather it shows that culture identifies a race and determ nes the progress
or fall of a race.

Bum puteras need to have an expansive spirit to inbi be the good and drop
the bad. This nmeans having greater independence and transformative
capability to go forward. The tendency to wal k the path of get-rich-quick
has prevented a greater presence of Buniputeras in domains such as high-
technol ogy and retail businesses where professionalismis strongest and
nmost resolute. W& do not want the community to build @Qulf Shei khdoms
where, cursed by easy riches, sone Arabs fail to make progress in
know edge and t echnol ogy.

But change must be for a greater good and not for the sake of blindly
keeping up with the West. The chall enge for Bum putera professionals is to



i berate thenselves fromself-inposed lintations and | ead the comunity
inreaching its full potential.
( END)
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