08/ 10/ 2000
“Change in | aws nust meet needs

Car ol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Government will review !l aws affecting human
rights fromtinme to tine but any changes will have to neet Mal aysi an needs
and not be dictated by foreigners.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Dr Rais Yatimsaid
t oday Mal aysi a woul d continue to revise the concept and practice of civil
liberties but with a focus on fairness inthe larger interests of society.

"Mal aysia will continue to have its own brand of civil liberty, its own
style of doing things, that is freedomwi th responsibility,” he said at a
conference on "Mal aysia inthe NewM I | enniun in Canbri dge University,
Engl and.

The text of his speech, entitled Denocracy and Civil Liberties in
Mal aysi a: Shapi ng t he Way Forward, was rel eased here.

Rai s sai d public order and security | aws woul d eventual | y be phased out
by the wani ng of their useful ness.

For example, the Printing Presses and Publications Act 1984 has now et
a challenger in the formof Internet newspapers which do not need permts.

He said it had become common for Ml aysians to turn to these
publications for alternative news and wi th about 20 such websites, the
pernit requirenent under the PPPA had becone redundant.

"All these only go to show that the Ml aysi an Governnent is not
oblivious to the need for alternatives or, if you |like, checks and
bal ances, " he sai d.

He added that the Governnent had pl edged not to censor the I nternet but
"a crime is still acrime, libel and slander still remain as such", and
the lawwoul d take its course if these publications overstepped the
boundari es.

Rais said despite criticism the Mal aysi an systemhad worked. Its
achi evenents in the |l ast 43 years as an i ndependent state showed a better
record than the first 50 years of i ndependence of the United States from
Britain.

He stressed that there was no such thing as an international normof an
accept abl e and just systemof a country.

"What we have is only a high-handed brandi ng by certain forces that
happen to have a distaste for views froman Asi an | eader |ike (Datuk Seri)
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who dares to call a spade a spade, and who says things
as they are and as they ought to be," he said.

He added that denocracy should not be tied to a straitjacket
interpretation, and denocracy and the rule of | awin Ml aysi a shoul d t ake
a formwhich hel ped to devel op the country.

Touching on the criticismof the Mal aysian judiciary, Rais saidit had
its inadequacies but that did not nmean that a few of its decisions should
render the whol e systemunworthy.

Citing the Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimtrials, he said Arerican and
Australian | eaders, anpng ot hers, had been qui ck to denounce themas a
political ploy but did not seemto know that Mal aysi an courts had
previously al so convicted ot her | eaders.

Just recently, he said, former Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Sanus
Juni d had pleaded guilty in court for assault.

Rai s said unlike individuals, a state did not have the privil ege of
going to court if it was defaned.

"Thus, when a bi g power condems a country's | egal systemsinply on the



basis that it is envisaged to be inferior, the end result is nothing | ess
than di sastrous,” he said.
(END)
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