23/ 09/ 2000

Charting a course for the party in the new mll ennium

ALL eyes will be trained on Penang today where Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad will officiate Gerakan's M I 1 ennium Nati onal Del egates
Conf erence or NDC 2000.

As the first national del egates' conference since the 1999 general
el ection, the significance of hosting the event on the Isle of the Betel
Nut - Gerakan's birthplace 32 years ago - is not |lost on the event's
participants nor astute political observers.

For Penang is where Gerakan has held sway for three decades. The party
proved its nettle again | ast Novenber in a battle which it pitted
relatively young politicians agai nst seasoned Opposition veterans for key
parlianentary seats.

The victory scored by its "giant killers" - Chia Kwang Chye and Lee Kah
Choon - in defeating DAP suprenps LimKit Siang and Karpal Singh in Bukit
Bendera and Jel utong respectively, was one which has gone into the annals
of the Barisan Nasional's history.

It is also a definite cause for rem nder and cel ebration at today's NDC

And who can bl ame the Gerakan for indulging in sone back-thunping and
shoul der-patting today, considering that the party's perfornmance of
Wi nni ng seven parlianmentary and 22 State seats al nobst equals the 1995
general el ection performance where they secured seven parlianentary and 23
State seats.

The victory was made sweeter when they al so overcane three main
obstacles: turnoil within the Gerakan, turnoil within certain BN conponent
parties and concentration of Opposition forces on certain Gerakan seats.

Even sweeter is the quality of victory - getting the scal ps of the top
OQpposi tion | eadership

"The fact that the Opposition chose the Gerakan as its main opponent -
especially in Bukit Bendera - was definitely significant in deternining
the future course of both parties,” a senior Gerakan nenber pointed out.

Not ewort hy was al so how both the Gerakan and the DAP fielded their
respective secretaries-general in this hot seat and that all owed plenty of
roomfor uncertainty, excitenent and sl eepness nights.

"The | esson we gl eaned fromthe 1999 general el ection experience," says
Chia "was not to adopt a fighting approach but to take a positive stance
simply by working hard and gaugi ng our service."

And it is this very experience which the Gerakan wi shes to use as a
benchmark in calibrating its perfornmance agai nst other political parties.

Not often perceived as a party to gloat or bask inits glories for too
| ong, the Gerakan can al so be expected this weekend to enbark on sone
soul - sear chi ng.

The party's future in the BN, particularly in fiercely guarding its
power base and its "crown jewel" of Penang, will be featured as well.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik recently described the
Gerakan as a party which had "discipline, honour and | ove for each other.

"Wt are also fighters and | will fight anyone who dares disturb the
party," he said in reference to repeated efforts by sone quarters in
wresting the Penang | eadership from Gerakan.

The Gerakan, Dr Limadded, needed to protect what its nmenbers had
achi eved since its formation three decades ago in Penang - a State which
is the "heart and soul" of the party.

"W, therefore, have to depend on our nenbers here to keep the heart



beating ... if not, the heart will die."

And this why the party will inpress on its nenbers during the NDC t he
need to be vigilant against threats and identify political strategies to
mai ntai n Gerakan's supremacy i n Penang.

Apart fromdistinguishing the party's strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats, the issue of succession also demands attenti on.

At atime when its BN partners |ike Umo, MCA and MC are enbroiled in a
| eadership tussle, the Gerakan can be viewed as a party whose stand on
succession is "crystal clear."

Its on-going efforts at preparing young | eaders with potential to assunme
top party positions is perhaps one which should be enul at ed.

Leadership within the Gerakan, a party insider says, has never been an
i ssue wi th nmenbers.

"W have al ways practised what we preach with ol der nenbers," the
i nsider stated, "when nmaki ng way for younger ones."

Efforts taken by the party in providing a platformto younger | eaders
for eventual takeover - often via Gerakan's Youth wing - is not |ost on
Ger akan- wat cher s.

The next |evel of |eadership in the party is quite obvious today if one
were to observe the subtle preparations being carried out.

The party president had al ways i nbued the to cultivate a pool of young
people to share the party's core belief - non-racial politics is the
answer to peace, progress and stability for all Ml aysians.

M ndful that the road ahead is not snooth in a society fast undergoing
soci o-political changes, the CGerakan, it appears, is not daunted in
realising its goal - to create a just and equitable Ml aysian society.

And Gerakan's first NDC of the new mllenniumis perhaps the nost
appropriate arena for the party to reinforce this hope by driving honme an
i mportant point.

"And the point," Chia says, "is that we nmust stay true to our roots if
we want to renmain relevant in Ml aysian politics."

( END)
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