20/ 02/ 2000

Chi n: SUPP wel cones PM s deci si on

MRI, Sat. - The Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP), a key ally of Parti
Pesaka Bumi putra Bersatu (PBB), |auds Umo's decision not to enter
Sar awak.

Its organising secretary Datuk Peter Chin, who is Deputy Housing and
Local Governnment M nister, said the party was happy with the decision.

"l salute Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for his wi se and
firmdecision on the matter and to reject the overtures (of former Defence
M ni st er Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mustapha),"” Chin said.

Speaking at a Chap Goh Mei gathering in Bakam near here last night, Chin
noted that Umo's decision refl ected understandi ng and cooperation within
t he Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties.

"There has al ways been an understandi ng between Umo and Sarawak BN - if
Umo was to cone to Sarawak, it is to help stabilise the politica
si tuati on.

"But at the nonment, Sarawak BN is doing very well, so there is
absolutely no reason for Umo to conme in," Chin added.

I n anot her devel opnent, Chin said SUPP has begun preparing for the State
el ecti on.

He said the party's Central Wrking Conmittee has directed party | eaders
at the branch level to start "noving on the ground”.

"W have advised themto be nore pro-active and to take every
opportunity to neet the people and hear their probl ens.

"This is necessary so that we would be prepared for any eventuality," he
added.
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