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Mahat hi r - School s
CH NESE EXTREM STS H NDERI NG UNI TY PROCESS- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 4 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today Chi nese education extrem sts who have rejected the Vision School
concept are in fact hindering the process of uniting the various races in
Mal aysi a.

The Prime M nister said the governnent would continue with the Vision
Schools with a viewto uniting the people of this country, starting at the
school [evel.

"We feel that the Vision School will not obstruct the progress of
Chi nese schools in Ml aysia."

"The Vi sion School concept is to unite the people and has nothing to do
with the Chinese | anguage or Chi nese schools," he told reporters after
| aunching the I nternet Arcnet NIT MSC service here.

Dr Mahat hir said Chi nese education extrem sts were not in any way
def endi ng the Chi nese | anguage or | earning in the Chinese | anguage as the
governnent had al ready guaranteed this.

It had even anended the Education Act to withdraw t he powers of the
Education Mnister to change the status of Chinese schools to nationa
school s, he said.

The Vi sion School is a concept which groups the national and Chi nese as
well as Tami| national type schools in one area with pupils sharing the
sane school facilities.

However each of the schools would continue to use its respective nmedi um
of instruction --- national schools (Ml ay | anguage), Chinese school s
(Mandarin) and Tam | schools (Tami | Language).

The Government had gi ven an assurance that this would not affect the
identity of each of the schools but was ainmed at bringing the various races
cl oser through nore interaction.

The Prime M nister said the government was aware of the need to build
nmor e Chi nese schools in the country in view of the increasing Chinese
popul ati on.

"So we have to have schools and at the same tine we will have to think
of our country's future with people of the various races |iving together,
starting at the school level," he said.

In this way, the various races in Mal aysia would be able to maintain
good rel ations, the Prime Mnister said.

The Prime Mnister said he would continue with his criticism of
extrem sts in this country, be they Ml ays, Chinese or |Indians as Ml aysi a
had no place for extrem sts.

He said the Chinese education extrem sts fornmed only a snmall group but
they had acted as though they wanted to threaten the governnent.

Menbers of this group were acting as though they did not acknow edge
t hensel ves as Mal aysi an citizens and the need for themto mx with
Mal aysi ans of other races, he said.

"They want everything to be segregated...Chinese schools to be
separated fromother schools to the extent of Chinese schools becom ng
foreign schools and not schools within Mlaysia."

"Chi nese schools in Ml aysia are Ml aysi an school s even t hough they use
Chi nese as the nediumof instruction," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment would not abort the Vision Schoo
project just as it did not drop the plan to have university students of
various races staying together as this also represented part of the



i ntegration process.
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