19 NOV 2000
LI D-d obal i sati on
CHI SSANO ON USI NG SMART PARTNERSHI P TO FACE GLOBALI SATI ON

LANGKAW , Nov 19 (Bernamm) -- Mzanbi que President Joaqui m Al berto
Chi ssano said the integration of devel opi ng countries through the Smart
Part nershi p Movenent woul d enable themto be better prepared to face the
chal | enges of gl obalisation

Through such a novenent, nenber countries could participate in
gl obalisation with strength, smartly and with full control of the goals
that they wanted to achi eve, he said.

"We should continue to attract the coll aboration of our snmart partners
fromthe devel oped countries as we did during the |iberation struggles
agai nst colonial globalisation," said Chissano at the opening of the
Langkawi I nternational Di al ogue 2000 here whose central therme was snart
part ner shi p.

H s speech thenme was "Myving Forward from Maput o SAI D 2000".

The openi ng was preceded by a dinner attended by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and heads of state and governnent from severa
African countries including President Robert Miugabe of Zi nbabwe and
Presi dent Dr Sam Nuj oma of Nani bi a.

He said regional integration towards conbining synergies, re-sources,
know edge and experiences for harnoni ous devel opnent of their countries and
regions would place themin a better position to face gl obalisation.

Chi ssano, whose country hosted the Southern Africa Internationa
Di al ogue (SAID) in August, said the liberalisation of world trade and the
distorted international financial systemhad turned devel oping countries
nmore vul nerabl e to the negative influences of globalisation.

He also said that it was inportant to naster information technol ogy
(IT) to enable themto participate in the globalisation process as IT was a
vital prerequisite for the survival of societies.

However, Chissano said the rapid pace of which IT changed required the
al l ocation of massive resources for devel opment, sonething that devel opi ng
countries could not afford.

As such, Chissano said the Smart Partnership would help themin
achi eving these objectives and at the sane tinme safeguardi ng particul ar
features and qualities and identities of each of the countries.

"If we work together, we should not only fend off the probl ens of
gl obal i sati on but also inprove our potential to participate where nore
usual |y we are bypassed by those who believe we are too insignificant for
real involvenent," he added.

Chi ssano al so urged participating countries to establish their own
national hubs, involving comunities to introduce, devel op and di ssem nate
the Smart Partnership concept.

He said it was not easy to devel op such hubs because of natural
resi stance to change which were sonetinmes perceived as threats to private
powers and privil eges.

"However, they are essential to real progress and will function
properly only when governnent, officials, business | eaders, trade-unions,
NGCs, nedia, acedem cs, politicians, clergy, wonen, youth and children are
i nvol ved as st akehol ders,"” he added.

Chi ssano sai d di scussions nust be transforned into concrete and
tangi bl e programes and projects, adding that since SAID 2000 i n Maput o,
the inpl ementati on of several regional projects on the basis of Smart
Partnership were in progress.
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