22/ 11/ 2000

Chi ssano sees nation as voi ce of devel opi ng world

MALAYSI A' s rol e as a chanpi on of the South and of Africa is one which
shoul d be commended and enul at ed, sai d Mbzanbi que Presi dent Joaqui m
Al berto Chi ssano.

Africa, he said, saw nothing wong in Mal aysia's nove to forge cl oser
tieswthits nations and in serving as the voi ce for devel opi ng
countri es.

"Every country should do i ke Mal aysia i n becom ng close and trying to
understand Africa,"” he told reporters after a courtesy call on Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Chi ssano was asked his views on Western perceptions that Ml aysi a was
attenpting to energe chanpi on of African nations.

Concedi ng that gl obalisation had instilled fear in many energi ng
econoni es, he said his discussions with Dr Mahathir included the need to
co-ordi nate many i ssues whi ch were gl obal in nature.

"There have been many vi ews expressed at this di al ogue and we nmay need
to hold another forumto go deeper into sone issues.

"But what is inportant is that we need a conmmon voi ce and one which is
not negative, but a realistic one which pronotes comopn understanding in
the world in facing gl obalisation."

( END)
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