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Christmas, Hari Raya, New Year... new Cabi net?
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W TH the year coming to an end and the citizenry |ooking forward to the
festivities offered by the Hari Raya and Christnmas, sone thoughts shoul d
al so be given to what a new year proni ses.

For some, it is the tine to ook forward to the possibilities of
starting afresh and getting back on track after having nmeander ed.

To others, a new year means another attenpt to start sonething different
or put their heart to pursuing what they had been planning all this while
but never had the discipline or neans to do so.

At the same tine, it is also a good tine to spare a thought for those
whose term of service has ended or retirenent has arrived, while those
going through it will now have a lot of tinme to reflect on how well they
have played their role, their contributions and al so "m sdeeds", if any.

Coming to nmind al nost imediately here is the end of the service of two
prom nent individuals, Chief Justice Tun Mohaned Eusoff Chin and Attorney-
General Tan Sri Mohtar Abdul | ah.

Eusof f retired yesterday while Mohtar is due to end his tenure on
Decenber 31

Appointed in place of Eusoff is Tan Sri Mohd Dzai ddi n Abdul | ah while
Dat uk Al num Mohd Saaid will take over from Mhtar.

Suffice to say, there is much hope that the new appointnents to these
top posts in the nation's judiciary and | egal service will hel p change
some of the negative perceptions the public may have forned.

Meanwhil e, there is also nmuch talk that the Cabinet is to undergo a
maj or re-shuffle.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is the man with the
prerogative to nake the changes cone true or otherw se, has denied that it
is going to be a maj or one.

He has di smi ssed such talk, saying that there is not going to be any
reshuffl e except for the possibility of some changes involving the
i nclusion of new faces, and the appoi ntnent of parlianentary secretaries.

Much as the man hinsel f has di sm ssed such specul ation, the politica
grapevine is still tingling strongly of an "imrinent" re-shuffle.

This again is not sonething surprising given the fact that Dr Mahat hir
has been known, fromtine to tine, to throwthe red herring.

That established, it is also a fact that the people who have been
spreadi ng these rumours would claimthat they got their information from
"very reliable" sources, which usually range fromthe Prine Mnister
hinsel f to those deened close to him

Apart fromthat, they are usually able to "spin a tale" convincingly by
stringing related devel opnents together to justify their theories.

One exanple is the wi despread tal k about Umo executive secretary Tengku
Adnan Mansor being made a minister with a new portfolio, the Federa
Territory Mnistry.

First, the constitutional amendnent to turn Putrajaya into a Federal
Territory, followed with Tengku Adnan bei ng nade a senator.

"All these fall into place... Tengku Adnan will now be the Federa
Territory Mnister,'" said an Umo insider confidently.

However, the question that arises is whether Tengku Adnan is cut or
suitable to be a minister?

Simlarly, there is speculation that Umo vice-president and formner
Sel angor Mentri Besar Tan Sri Miuihammad Muhd Taib will be made a senator



and appointed to the Cabinet.

Such ideas could well be planted by supporters hoping that they becone a
self-fulfilling prophecy.

No doubt, the justification is that Muhammad bei ng the Umo vice-
presi dent should be made a Cabi net M nister but whether his appointnent
woul d hel p i nprove the inmage of the Governnent is a different matter.

Then there is al so specul ation that Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n
is going to pursue his "on-going" request that he be allowed to vacate his
post .

Again, talk of Daimrequesting to "retire” fromthe Cabinet is not
something new and it is also not newthat the man's requests had not been
"entertained" by the Prine Mnister.

Specul ati on on Cabinet re-shuffles is also not confined to who's coni ng
in, to be dropped or to be noved. It is also about who these new people
are aligned with.

Prior to the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim everytinme a Cabinet
reshuffle occurs, the political circle would start identifying whether the
new faces or those dropped were Dr Mahathir's or Anwar's "boys".

Then, even the appointnents to top posts in the Government and
judiciary, especially positions considered politically sensitive - the
Anti-Corruption Agency, the police or the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers,
anong them - were not spared of the gane.

The process of linking certain individuals to certain political masters,
be it perceived or real, reflected the political divide then.

But that was then.

Now, given the fact that Anwar is no longer in the Governnent or the
party, the question of whose nman will be appointed or dropped shoul d not
ari se anynore.

That is however not to be. The grapevine is still abuzz with stories and
theories with regards to sone of the anticipated appointnments to a new
Cabi net. Sonme of these individuals are being linked to Anwar and there is
talk that a group within the Governnment, specifically within the party, is
trying to push Dr Mahathir into retirenent.

VWil e rumours are runours and specul ation remai ns a speculation until it
is proven to be true, the wi despread interest in a possible Cabinet
reshuffl e should not be perceived too negatively.

In many instances, it reflects the citizenry's concern over the
exi stence of "passengers" in the Cabinet or those who only serve to negate
the good efforts of others.

Col l ective responsibility is one thing, but the need to weed out non-
perfornmers and those who | ack scruppl es shoul d be continuously pursued,
al though rejuvenation of the Cabinet through reshuffles will fail if the
new ones are equal ly suspect.
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