20/ 08/ 2000

Chua nmeets Dr Mover special rights issue

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Associ ated Chi nese Chanbers of Conmerce and I ndustry
of Mal aysi a deputy secretary-general Datuk David Chua today said he had
expl ained to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad yesterday that he had never
rai sed the question of abolishnent of special privileges for Ml ays.

Chua said he had met with the Prime Mnister to offer his clarification
and was deeply appreciative of Dr Mahathir's understandi ng on the natter
In a Press statenent today, Chua said he had stressed to Dr Mahathir

that he had never at any tine raised the question of abolishnent as
speci al privileges for Mal ays was a right enshrined in the Constitution.

He said controversy on the matter arose sol ely because certain nedia
organi sations had incorrectly reported and sensati onal i sed hi s statenent.

Chua, who is al so deputy chairnman of the Second National Econom c
Consul tative Council, added

“"Inthe interest of racial harnony in this country, | sincerely urge al
Mal aysians to refrain fromraising the i ssue any further."

Controversy arose when Utusan Mal aysi a on Monday published a front-page
report headlined "Abolish Mal ay privil eges".

Chua was reported in the article to have called on the Governnent to
abol i sh Mal ay special rights with regard to the policy on the
restructuring of society if it (the Governnent) wanted to see Ml ays
becone progressive and able to conpete with ot her races.

The intervieww th Utusan Mal aysia was given to clarify a Far Eastern
Econoni ¢ Review report on the sanme issue.

Later clarifying his conments as reported i n Utusan Mal aysi a, Chua had
sai d that he was tal ki ng about speci al assistance and polici es.
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