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Circle Int backing for the port

CIRCLE International, aleadingtotal |ogistics solutions provider, has
announced its support for the Port of Tanjung Pel epas (PTP) in Johor and
pl ans to open an office at the port to support its custoners

This reinforces Circle' s position as one of the | argest |ogistics
servi ce conpanies in the country.

According to M Ant hony Hooey, chief operating officer for Circle Asia
Pacific, it isinmportant for Grcle to establishitself in Tanjung
Pel epas.

"The PTP is set to becone one of the busiest ports in Malaysia. Wth a
strong presence i n Tanj ung Pel epas, we can better support our custoners
who use the facilities there, and at the sane tine continue to tap into
the ever expandi ng market of southern Mal aysia and the | arger intra-Asian
transshi pnment busi ness," Hooey said in a statenent.

"Cust oners now expect pronpt and cost-effective | ogistics services," he
sai d.

"Qur clients can | ook forward to benefiting fromthe excellent services
Circle Mal aysia will provide at PTP and t he extensi ve i nfrastructure of
our operations. Wth a dedi cated and skilled team Circle Ml aysi a assures
its custoners of the quality and val ue of its conpl ete range of | ogistics
services. "

The current econoni ¢ upsurge has brought about an increase in the inport
and export volunes in the region with a significant growh expected in the
intra-Asi an busi ness. The opening of the PTP facilities offers w der
options for both shipper and gl obal forwarders in terns of containerised
car goes.

Wth its strategic | ocation, state-of-the-art technol ogy, paperless
transactions and efficient service, PTPis seen as the ideal port for
vendor hub and distribution activities for nmulti-national organisations.

To encourage an influx of foreign direct investnment and attract nore
nmul ti-national conpanies to the PTP, the Federal CGovernnment and port
authorities have declared the PTP a tax-free region called the free-zone
ar ea.

Respondi ng to the openi ng of the Tanjung Pelepas Port and its tax-free
policies, M Brukan Ali, country manager of Circle Mal aysia said: "W are
| ooki ng i nto opening an office in the PTP as we feel that the free-zone
area wil|l be of significant interest to nany of our regional and worl dw de
customers. "

At the Tanjung Pel epas Port, Circle custoners will experience the same
support and quality logistics services Circle Malaysia offerstoits
custoners at Pasir Gudang.

In Pasir GQudang, Circle's core business conprises services such as
f orwar di ng and groupage, supply chai n managenent and total | ogistics.

"We are working very closely with the PTP personnel to get the updates
of the port," Ali said.

The Port of Tanjung Pel epas was officially opened by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on March 13 2000.

PTP is targeting at the regional transhi pnent market. It is set to
chal | enge other ports in the region, with operations expectedto gointo
full swng within the next two year.

Circle International Group, Inc celebrated its 100th anniversary in
1998. Today, with annual revenues of US$750 nmillion (US$1 = RM3. 80), nore



t han 4, 600 enpl oyees and 323 offices in over 100 countries, Circle
provi des worl dwi de transportation and | ogi stics services that include air
and ocean frei ght forwarding, Custons brokerage, material s nanagenent,
trade procurenent, warehousi ng and i nventory control programes, and
gl obal supply chai n managenent servi ces.
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