28/ 08/ 2000

Circular on dress “one nore attenpt to discredit PM party'

MALACCA, Sun. - The circular purportedly issued by Umo on a dress code
for menbers at programmes officiated by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad "is the work of people who have nothing better to do but
to slander and tell lies".

Saying that there were better ways to gain support and influence of the
rakyat, Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said the
circular was al so nmeant to discredit the PMand the party.

Parties unhappy with the Governnent would go to great extent to
acconplish their "m ssion".

Abdul | ah, who is also Deputy Prine Mnister, was conmenting on the
circular said to be directed to State Umo |iaison chiefs which states
t hat Umo nenbers, Barisan Nasional and civil servants should not wear
skul |l caps and white turbans or sport a goatee because Dr Mahat hir hates
such attire.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob had denied that the party
had i ssued such a circular, adding that the party headquarters had never
distributed such a circular using Umo's |letterhead dated July 28.

Khalil said this was yet another tactic to sow hatred agai nst the party
and its | eaders.

To anot her question, Abdull ah said the Governnent had not made any
of ficial appointnent of "chief negotiator” to resol ve outstanding
bilateral issues with Singapore.

Si ngapore's Busi ness Tinmes had reported that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad was expected to appoint Finance M nister Tun Dai m
Zai nuddi n for the task.

Daimhad told The Straits Tines that he had not been nade chi ef
negotiator but was willing to play any part to end the stal emate.

Abdul | ah adnmitted that Dai m had done a lot to sol ve some of the
pertinent issues.

"Maybe the PM has asked him (Daim to discuss sonme of the issues (with
hi s Si ngapore counterparts.) However, at the noment, no official
appoi nt rent has been nade," he said.
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