11/ 05/ 2000
Cl ose ranks, Dr Murges Umo nenbers

Kamar ul Yunus

VWHI LE congrat ul ati ng wi nners of the Umo Yout h and Wanita el ections, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad urged all parties to cl ose ranks
to maintain party strength

"Denocracy i s not about solely supporting the winners of the el ection
Those defeated in the contest shoul d al so gi ve support to the wi nners.

"Then only is there denocracy. It also reflects our understandi ng of the
concept of denocracy,"” he told newsnen after chairing the Umo suprene
council neeting in Kuala Lunmpur | ast night.

Dr Mahat hir, who is al so Umo president, was asked whet her the slim
maj ority recorded by Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z over i ncunbent Datuk Dr Siti
Zaharah Sul ai man for the post of Wanita chief would create a split in the
party.

"l see no problens tothat. It is uptothe elected | eaders to ensure
cl oser ranks anong party nenbers. Those who | ost shoul d al so respect and
support the winners," he said.

Rafi dah, who obtai ned 341 votes, won the contest for the Wanita chi ef
post with a majority of 12 votes, against Siti Zaharah's 329 votes.

On whet her Siti Zaharah's position as Cabinet Mnister will be revi ened
following her failure to defend the Wanita chief post, Dr Mahathir said
there is no rel ati on between the Cabi net post and the party's el ecti ons.

Dr Mahat hir al so wel coned Rafi dah and Dat uk Shahri zat Abdul Jalil, as
wel | as Dat uk H shammuddi n Hussei n and Dat uk Abdul Azi z Shei kh Fadzir as
Umo supreme council nenbers by virtue of their being the chiefs and
deputy chiefs of Umo Wanita and Youth respectively.

Dr Mahathir said the Umo suprene council was al so satisfied with the
preparations for the Umo general assenbly which starts today.

Due to tine constraints, Dr Mahathir said the supreme council has
directed that there be only 12 speakers for the debate on religi on and
econom cs, while del egates fromeach state will be given the chance to
debate on the presidential speech

The Umo suprenme council menmbers will reply on Saturday to the points
rai sed by del egates during the debate.

Atotal of 1,956 delegates will cast their votes for the party's deputy
per manent chai rman, three vice-presidents and 25 suprene council menbers
t oday.
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