01/ 09/ 2000

Cogni zance of wonen's role

ITis heartwarnmi ng i ndeed for wonen to hear fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad that the Governnent will consider the setting up of a
Wnen's Affairs Mnistry. And that efforts will be nade to ensure wonen's
rights are not tranpled upon. At the very least, it is a recognition and
endorsenent of the role of wonmen in nation-building.

There is no doubt that nore needs to be done but such a nove reflects a
mat ure and thinking society. If such a mnistry materialises, a tenporary
phase no doubt, it will probably be anbng the fewin the world that takes
cogni zance of wonen's contributions to econonic devel opnent and wonen's
rights as hunman bei ngs. Many of today's wonen are hi gh achi evers and do
not want to be discrimnated against. From science and technol ogy to
i ndustry and ot her areas of endeavour, wonen have excel | ed.

I ncreasingly, femal e professionals and entrepreneurs are making their
presence felt, not just in nunbers but in sharing their views and

expertise as well. Wwen, who nake up nore than half of the total
popul ati on, conprise about one-third of Ml aysia's | abour force and there
have been calls for nore of themto join the ranks and stand tall in the

mai nstream of devel opnent .

But enpowernment in the workforce can only come through equitable job
opportunities, professional nobility and pronotion. Mrre inportantly,
worren wi |l have to continue to speak up for thenselves and articul ate
their thoughts and ideas for their advancenent.

Ti me was when wonen, due to traditional and cultural conditioning, were
consi dered nothing nore than chattels and their place at the hearth. But
this gender bias is already crunbling. Thanks to hi gher education
opportunities, exposure and i nformation, male chauvinismis gradually
retreating.

Wiile taking femnismto the streets is not the in-thing in this day and
age, the fight for gender equality has not becone an academnic exercise. If
anything, it is manifested in the mature manner in which wonmen channel
their views to the Governnent through appropriate channels.

Equality is a subjective matter in different comunities, its argunent
augnented by how deep-seated it is inits practice of cultural norns and
traditions. The perceived prejudi ce agai nst wonen stens from an
inferiority conplex that some nen have, whether it is froma |ack of
professional skills or otherwi se. Such a |lack of wisdomis painfully
archai c, and has no place in a devel opi ng or devel oped society.

It isin learning to accept our fellowren that we will continue to shine
i n our endeavours through joining hands in all real ms. Perhaps, nen can
take a leaf fromthe book of Renai ssance nen who were sensitive,
conpassi onate, creative and scientific.

Wonen, on the other hand, should be brave enough to rmake their own
choi ces and equi p thenselves, if need be, with the working skills they
need to continue contributing to society.

The Governnent's consideration of a proposed increase in allocation for
worren's activities in the next Budget is yet another step forward for the
rights of wonmen. This is progressive thinking that bodes well for a
devel opi ng nation which believes in harnessing its resources to the
opti mum for everyone's good. And recogni sing wonen's econonic
contributions only accel erates the pace of devel oped nation status. In
wi sdom hope springs eternal.
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