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COW TMENTS TO SMOOTHEN SMART PARTNERSHI P SEEN AT SAI D 2000

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernama) -- Wth the concept of smart partnership
now wel | absorbed by the southern African countries, the recently concl uded
SAI D 2000 held i n Mozanbi que saw commi tments to snoot hen cooperation and
foster closer understandi ng anong its nenbers.

O greater significance was the call for the formation of
el ectroni c- communi cati on between nati onal hubs, Commonweal th Partnership
for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM hubs and busi ness partners that woul d
facilitate business |link and exchange of experience in doing business.

A del egate described this as vital in strengthening confidence anong
foreign investors because sone forei gn busi nessnen were affected by
non-conformty to agreenents while sone projects were del ayed by red tapes.

At the end of the three-day SAID 2000, host Mzanbi can president,
Joaqui m Al berto Chissano said that information on smart busi ness partners
and on busi ness environnent in each smart partnershi p nenber countries
woul d be conpiled in an el ectroni c data bank

Case studi es on doing business in southern Africa would al so be
gathered, with the first exanple being the experience of the Ml aysi an
busi nessnen, he added.

CPTMis a non-profit organisation that pronotes opportunities and
co-operation between public and private sectors in energi ng econom es.

CPTM jointly organi sed the Southern Africa International D al ogue 2000
(SAI D 2000) with the National Task Force of Myzanbi que and the Ml aysi an
| ndust ry- Gover nnent Group for H gh-Technol ogy (M GHT).

The SAI D 2000 partici pants concluded that it was unfortunate that the
western nedia controlling the digital world, tended to m srepresent and
distort news of the devel oping countries.

To counter this bias reporting by the western nedia, SAI D 2000 had al so
deci ded on the setting up of an el ectronic systemto access news direct
fromthe source, rather than the wire services, added Chi ssano.

Partici pants of SAI D 2000, conprising state | eaders, businessnen,
governnent officials, nedia and trade uni oni sts who congregated under huge
white marquees assenbled in a park in Maputo -- the capital of Myzanbi que
al so deli berated on other issues.

This included the negative inpact of globalisation, ways and neans of
poverty eradication and the pressing health problens affecting the region
narmely H V/ AlDS and nal ari a.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who | ed the Mal aysi an del egation to
SAID, said he noted that SAID | eaders had now gone beyond tal ki ng over the
subj ect of smart partnership.

The Prinme Mnister observed a change in attitude anong the | eaders as
they now tal ked | ess about politics and were nore interested in snart
partnership efforts for econonic devel opnent and wel fare betternent of
t hei r peopl e.

Dr Mahathir al so took a swi pe at the globalisation process by saying
that the prom ses of "glorious benefits" and "a ticket to a better life for
everyone" in the developing world had failed to materialise.

H s attacks of the inequities of globalisation had filtered down well
i n Mbzanbi que where its cashew i ndustry was destroyed in the nane of free
trade.

The inposition of trade liberalisation in cashews five years ago by the
Wirl d Bank saw t housands of tonnes of raw nuts exported to India, starving



the local processing industry of its raw material thus causing the industry
to col | apse.

Dr Mahathir also said that his criticismover the process of
gl obal i sati on was shared by the Southern Africa | eaders but many were not
in the position to express it.

Thi s was because t hey depended on borrowi ngs fromthe Wrld Bank, the
International Monetary Funds and received aids fromWstern countries, he
added.

Dr Mahathir was the only Asian | eader who participated in SAl D 2000.
Anong ot her | eaders who attended SAI D 2000 were president Robert Mugabe of
Zi mhabwe, president Dr Sam Nuj oma of Nami bia, president Yoweri Miseveni of
Uganda and Sout h African deputy president, Jacob Zuma.

SAID is nmodel l ed after the smart partnership neeting of the Langkaw
I nternational D al ogue.

SAID 2000 is the fourth one to be held. The first was held in Kasane,
Bot swana in 1997, foll owed by Swakopnmund, Nam bia the follow ng year and
Victoria Falls, Zi nbabwe | ast year. Next year's host will be Uganda.--
BERNAMA
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