25/ 11/ 2000
Committed to pave the way for digital readiness

Sharif Haron in Singapore

LEADERS of the 10 Asean nenber countries signed yesterday the e-Asean
Framewor k Agreenment, thus marki ng t he begi nning of a collective effort to
pl ug the grouping into the gl obal networked econony.

Wth the pact, nenmber countries have committed thensel ves to an
i mpl enent ati on schedul e t o achi eve digital readiness for this regi on of
500 m | lion consuners, to devel op the basis for Asean's conpetitiveness
into the future.

The agreenent was signed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his Asean counterparts.

It acts as a binding mechani smfor actions towards digital readiness in
six areas - connectivity, |local content, a seanl ess environnment for
el ectroni c commerce, a common nar ket pl ace for i nformati on conmuni cati ons
technol ogy (1 CT) goods and servi ces, human resource devel opnent, and e-
gover nance

Its signing is seen not only as a bold nove by Asean to enhance
conpetitiveness in the ICT sector and liberalisation of trade in ICT
products, but also towards reducing the digital divide anmong nenber
countries.

There have been concerns expressed on whet her Asean would turninto a
two-tier grouping, with the second tier conprising the I ess | CT enabl ed
countries of Myanmar, Canbodi a, Laos and Vi et nam

"The whol e exercise is to prevent digital divide anong nenbers, "

Si ngapore's M nister for Trade and | ndustry George Yeo sai d during an
Asean economi ¢ ninisters' joint Press conference.

"Those who are ahead | i ke Mal aysi a and Si ngapore can hel p those who are
behi nd," Yeo added.

The i mmedi at e response fromthe | ess technol ogi cal | y devel oped nenbers
was ent husi asti c.

Canbodi an M ni ster of Commerce Cham Prasi dh said with the agreenent, his
country would set in place the | egal framework for e-commerce, encourage
private sector investnents in affordabl e I nternet services, and take steps
to reduce tariffs on I T products, anong ot hers.

Vi et nanese Trade M nister Vu Khoan said Vi etnamwoul d be actively
building its e-infrastructure, and devel oping its human resource
accordingly.

"We | ook foward to getting assi stance fromSi ngapore and Mal aysia ... W
wi Il al so be focusing on software devel opnent. "

Wth the agreenent, Asean nenber countries bind thenselves to facilitate
i nterconnectivity and technical interoperability anongtheir | CT systens
| ever agi ng exi sting national networks and evol ving these i nto a regi onal
informationinfrastructure.

To begin with, a private sector-led Asean |Internet Service Provider
(1'SP) Forumwi Il be convened to expl ore ways of pronoting nore efficient
flowof Internet traffic. This includes regional mrroring and hubbi ng,
and the setting up of national and regional |Internet exchanges and
I nt ernet gat eways.

Together with this, an effort i s underway to encourage the production of
regional and locally rel evant content.

To foster growm h of e-comrerce, Asean governnents comit thenselves to
create a seaml ess favourabl e | egal and regul atory environment to get
buyers and sellers to doing business on-line.



This task invol ves nmeasures to pronote trust and confidence in the
Internet, including the establishnment of a systemof mutual recognition of
digital signatures; secure electronic transactions, payments and
settlements; protection of intellectual property rights; pronoting
personal data protection and consumer privacy; and di spute settl ement
mechani sns.

To facilitate the flow of I CT goods and services, and pronote
investnments in the sector, duties and non-tariff barriers on intra-Asean
trade in I CT products will be elimnated in three tranches.

Li beral i sation for nost goods will be conpl eted over a three-year period
begi ning Jan 1, 2003, except for Canbodi a, Laos, Myanmar and Vi et nam whi ch
wi || undertake the same neasures begi ni ng Jan 2008.

To pronote an e-Asean comunity, nenber countries will encourage the
devel opnent of skills and proficiency in using ICT through training and
exchange of experiences.

Wth the agreenment, nmenber governnents are al so committed to deliver
nore government services using | CT.

The e-Asean Framewor k Agreenent al so provides for the i npl ementation of
pilot projects to denpnstrate the benefits of ICT and thus generate
ent husi asm and support for actions to achi eve digital readi ness.

( END)



	Committed to pave the way for digital readiness (NST 25/11/2000)

