11/ 07/ 2000
Conmon stand i n condemi ng abuse of religion

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad has directed al
Bari san Nasi onal Menbers of Parlianment to take a conmon stand in
condemi ng quarters who nmake use of religion to pursue their self-
i nterest.

Dewan Rakyat Deputy Speaker Datuk Muihamad Abdul | ah said the Prine
M ni ster also rem nded the MPs on the inportance of preserving unity in
the country.

"Dr Mahathir said there should not be a situation where one religion is
seen as suppressi ng anot her

"There shoul d not al so be a case where one race suppresses anot her,"
sai d Muharmad when asked what transpired during the pre-council neeting
chaired by Dr Mahathir at Parlianment.

(Pre-council neetings are usually held for Barisan Nasional MPs before
each Parlianment sitting).

Muhamad said the Prime Mnister nmade the call in response to the arns
hei st and hostage-taking incident in Sauk, Perak, which ended on Friday
with the surrender and capture of 27 nenbers of the Al -M' unah novenent.

After being surrounded for five days by the police and arny, they
eventual | y gave up, but not before killing two of their four hostages.

Fi fteen nmenbers of the novenent had on July 2 raided two arny posts in
Gi k and escaped with nore than 100 hi gh-calibre weapons and amuni ti on.

Anot her MP said Dr Mahat hir had voiced his concern on the danger facing
the country if extremi smwas continually espoused by certain sections of
t he peopl e.

"It is a very sensitive issue as religionis involved ... the Prine
M ni ster has called on all Ml aysians to play their role in ensuring that
t hose pronoting viol ence have no place in our society,” he said.

Meanwhil e, taking the Prime Mnister's cue, MPs are expected to debate
on the danger of extremismin society and the need for increased
surveillance and nonitoring of silat groups which dabbled in nystica
powers.

Backbencher C ub chai rman Datuk Jamal uddin Jarjis had submitted a notion
for Dewan Rakyat proceedings, which is in session now, to be adjourned
tomorrow to allow the i ssue be debat ed.

He said groups like the Al-Ma' unah could harmthe country if their
activities were | eft unchecked.

Al t hough Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Mohamed Zahir Ismail had today
rejected a notion by an Cpposition MP for the House to discuss the Gik
arns hei st, Janaluddin said he was confident that his notion would be
al lowed as the threat by novenments |ike Al -M'unah was very real

The notion is also intended for MPs to express their gratitude to the
army and police for ending the Gik incident w thout a bloodbath and to
extend their condol ences to the families of the policeman and army ranger
execut ed by the robbers.

( END)
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