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" Commonweal th can hel p'

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Commonweal th can play an inportant role in
hel pi ng menber states noul d the new borderl ess gl obal world, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

He sai d nmenber countries could work together to ensure that devel opi ng
nati ons becore ful |l participants at i nternati onal econom c di scussi ons,
whi ch shape and i nfluence the rules and | aws of a gl obalised world.

The Commonweal t h groups ex-col onies of the British Enpire.

"I't could al so pronote policies that hel p cl ose the digital gap between
t he poor and rich countries so that know edge can truly work for enri ching
everyone, rich and poor," he told participants at international neeting
organi sed by the Royal Commpnweal th Soci ety at the Cormonweal th O ub.

Al so present were RCS chairman Sir M chael MW I 1iamand RCS Mal aysi a
presi dent Dat uk Muhanmad Fei sol Hassan.

The RCS is an international non-governnental organisation working to
pronot e know edge of the Commonwealth. It is supported by 35 affiliated
organi sations worl dwi de with an i nternational headquarters in London.

The Prime M nister said the 54-nation grouping should insist on playing
a neaningful role inwrld affairs. "I have faith that if we stay united,
the grouping will continue to be significant as a rol e nodel of North-
South co-operation for nmutual benefit."

Descri bi ng t he Cormonweal th as a uni que group of nations, Dr Mahathir
said it rmust ensure that its nmenbers were adequately equi pped to handl e
new chal | enges, for exanpl e gl obalisation.

He said the greatest chall enge was to ensure that this process did not
benefit only a few, while marginalising or inpoverishing alarge nunber of
devel opi ng countries, which are constrained by |ack of capital,
institutional capacities and physical infrastructure.

"They are, therefore, unable to fully seize the opportunities presented
by gl obal i sati on. The devel oped countries have been nore successful in
i ntegrating thensel ves into the gl obal econony and reapi ng the benefits.

"In this respect, the nore devel oped nmenbers of the Commonweal t h shoul d
assi st devel opi ng nmenber countries to build their capacity to deal with
t he new gl obal environnment."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia believed rel ations anong States shoul d be
based on equal sovereignty and respect for everyone's interests and
benefits.

Speaking to reporters | ater, he said devel oped nmenbers of the
Commonweal th coul d assi st | ess-devel oped countries in faci ng new
chal | enges by providi ng equi prent and trai ni ng.
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