22/ 07/ 2000
“Troi ka' concept to be deliberated at next week's mnisterial neeting

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh i n Bangkok

SENI OR Asean officials have adopted the "troi ka" concept to be deliberated
by foreign mnisters at the 33rd Asean M ni sterial Meeting/ Post

M ni sterial Conference begi nning this Mnday.

Foreign Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhanmad told a
briefing for the Mal aysian Press that the concept paper on the matter had
been adopted during the Asean Standing Conmittee and Senior O ficials
Meeti ng yest erday.

It was attended by top foreign officials from 10 nenber nati ons.

The establishnment of the troika, proposed by Thai Prine M nister Chuan
Leekpai at last year's summit in Manila, is to respond to issues and
devel oprments that threaten Asean stability and security.

According to Abdul Kadir, the Asean troika will be constituted as a
formal forum"as and when the situation warrants", but will not be
institutionalised.

It was introduced in 1997 follow ng the political upheaval in Canbodi a
during which the Philippines, Thailand and | ndonesi a brokered a political
settl enment.

The troi ka is anong t he agenda highlighted for discussion by the foreign
m ni sters during the AVM PMC.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar will |ead the Ml aysi an
del egation at the neeting.

He will also participate in the Asean Regi onal Forum- a security
meeting - involving Asean nenbers, the United States, European Union
countries, Canada, Australia, China, Japan, South Korea, New Zeal and,
Russi a, India, Mngolia and Papua New Gui nea.

North Korea will be attending the ARF for the first tinme.

O her matters on the agenda of the AMM PMC i ncl ude the "Asean + 3
Meeting", which for the first time will involve Asean foreign mnisters
and their counterparts from China, Japan and Kor ea.

Abdul Kadir said the groupi ng was expected to strengthen econonic and
soci al co-operation as proposed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who fl oated the idea of East Asia Econom c Caucus in 1990,
conprising Asean, Japan, South Korea and China.

He al so said the AMM woul d endorse a nove agai nst havi ng any i nfornal
summ ts of Asean.
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