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" Consi der future of your children

Sai ful Azhar Abdull ah in London

INa frank talk with Ml aysi an students at Mal aysia Hall on Friday, Deputy
Education M nister Datuk Aziz Shansuddi n asked them how t hey woul d want to
be renenbered.

Fi el di ng questions fromthe floor on anti-CGovernment sentinment anong
uni versity students, he said they could choose either to be renenbered as
a generation responsi ble for destroying the present social and politica
systemor as a generation responsible for sustaining it.

Acknow edgi ng that anti-Governnent sentinment anong the Ml ays, as
reflected in the recent general election, was unprecedented, Aziz said
t hey shoul d ask thensel ves whether they wanted their children to inherit
the probl ens they woul d be creating.

In his opinion, the Mal ays had taken things for granted after 43 years
of independence.

The anti-CGovernment sentinent, he said, was not only preval ent anong
uni versity students, but also anong civil servants, including teachers.

"In the yesteryears, teachers | ooked upon their vocation as a noble
prof essi on despite being paid a pittance.

"But now they are saying that we need to practise free denocracy," Aziz
said, adding that he viewed the | atest stance of the Mal ays as "a tendency
to forget their perineter".

"They didn't realise that they were destroying the very systemt hat
provided themtheir “shelter'," he said.

Aziz, hinself a forner English teacher, recounted his experience in the
1960s when getting past Standard Five was consi dered an achi evenent for
Mal ay pupil s.

There were only 11 Mal ay doctors then.

Among them were Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali and Dr Ruby Majid.

But today, after nmore than 30 years, Ml ays could be proud in having
nmore than 5,000 Mal ay doctors, Aziz said.

"W are now spendi ng about RMb0O, 000 to produce a Malay doctor. It is
fromthis very sane political systemand Governnment which gave these
achi evenents to the Ml ays.

"W are not asking themto be supporters of Barisan Nasional. Qur only
request is not to destroy the very systemthat has benefited them" he
added.

Aziz said the Government woul d be neeting civil servants, including
teachers, to find out "what went wong".

"W want to hear fromthemwhat is wong with the Governnent. Has the
country gone to shanbl es?"

Asked whet her the Government was scared of street denpnstrations, as
seen fromits response to such actions, Aziz said: "Yes, we fear street
denonstrati ons.

"But we are not scared of the denonstrators. W are scared of the
effects of denpnstrations because they will destroy what we have built for
our sel ves.

"We are afraid that these denonstrations will undermi ne investors
confidence," he said, adding that it was the presence of foreign investors
that had enabl ed the Governnment to build up the nation

Aziz arrived in the United Kingdom | ast week to attend a series of
meetings with Mal aysi an students in Cardi ff, London, Leeds, Manchester,



Edi nburgh in Scotland and Cork and Dublin in Ireland.
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