26/ 08/ 2000
" Sandi wara, conspiracy |atest buzz words for Qpposition

Ram an Sai d

SEPANG, Fri. - The Prine Mnister today expressed renorse over the
OQpposition's continuous spreading of lies that certain events in the
country were Governnent - st aged sandi wara (dramg).

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d sandi wara and conspiracy seened to
be the | atest buzz words anong the Qpposition.

"Yes, everything we do is sandiwara and conspiracy. The Government does
not hi ng but indul ge in staging sandiwara, fromthe way we nanage the
econony, the attacks on the ringgit, to the nethods adopted i n addressing
the financial crisis.”

He said this when asked to comment on clainms by Pas that besides the
Gik arnms heist, the recent debate over the special rights of the Ml ays
was al so staged by the Government ainmed at securing support fromthe
communi ty.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at the Kual a Lunpur International Airport on
arrival fromattending the South African International D al ogue in
Mozanbi que and an economi c nmeeting in London.

On another claimthat only Umo had benefited fromthe special rights
given to the Mal ays, Dr Mahathir said:

"If that is so, then ask themto pay back the schol arships, all village
roads shoul d be dug up. Al so, what about the revenues collected fromthe
cities and channelled for rural devel oprment?

"If they are saying so, then they are not enjoying these benefits ..

t hese people are an ungrateful lot."

On why sone people were still not convinced despite explanations by the
Governnent, Dr Mahathir said it was difficult to persuade those who had
al ready made up their mnd

"For them if we say this is white, they will say it is black. \Wen we
say bl ack, they say white. Wth this kind of people, we can't say much."

The Prime M nister also chided a website supporting the Qoposition for
concocting stories that Umo and governnent officials had been directed
not to wear skull cap and sport goatee at functions attended by him

"It is not |aman reformasi but laman fitnah. It is all lies, ained at
instilling hatred agai nst the Governnent. It is not surprising that they
are resorting to this.™

On action to be taken to counter the lies, he said: "There is no action
W will continue with our normal ways of dressing. They can wear a skul
cap or sport goatee if they want, just don't |abel those cl ean-shaven as
unl slamc. "

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the Government woul d make every
effort to secure the release of the remaining forei gn hostages ki dnapped
from Pul au Si padan four nonths ago.

"Yes, we should try," he said when asked whet her Mal aysian officials who
had played a role in securing the rel ease of nine Ml aysi ans shoul d
continue with their efforts.

O the 21 peopl e kidnapped by rebels at the resort island off Sabah on
April 23 and brought to Jolo Island in the Philippines, nine Ml aysians,
one German and one Filipino have so far been rel eased by their captors.

The others still being held are two Gernans, one Lebanese, two French,
two Finns, two South Africans and one Fili pi no.

When asked about the rotation of the Sabah Chief Mnister's post, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I will find out and look into it."



When pointed out that the people in Sabah seenmed divi ded over the issue,
the Prime Mnister said he woul d di scuss the matter with them (Sabah
Bari san Nasional).

"I should not nmake any public statenment because my stand mi ght be
twisted ... after that | cannot negotiate and discuss."”

On the review for the Port Di ckson-Serenban and Kul i mButterworth
expressways toll rates, Dr Mahathir said a decision on it had been
post poned.

To a query on whether notorists should be asked to pay the old rates
while waiting for the reviewto be conpleted, he said those invol ved
shoul d be given the chance to di scuss the matter.

He added that he would al so study the nerit of having a Wnen Affairs
M ni stry as proposed by a special conference on wonen recently.

( END)
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