31/ 07/ 2000
Consul tation, consensus contribute to Asean understanding, solidarity

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

THE just concluded 33rd Asean M nisterial Meeting/Post Mnisterial
Conference and the Asean Regi onal Forum have shown that consultation and
consensus can contribute to many positive decisions and actions.

To the | ayman, diplomatic jargons such as "confidence-buil di ng nmeasures”
and "preventive di pl omacy" nmean nothing but to those in the business of
negoti ation, they nean finding solutions to issues raised.

The fact remains that discussions on issues and initiatives proposed
woul d bring about the desired results which have a bearing on national,
regional and international peace, stability and prosperity.

Thai English newspaper The Nation yesterday acknow edged that the
neeting ended with an "increnmental" devel opment in regional security
matters, including nornalisation of ties with North Korea and its
i nduction into the gl obal conmunity.

It nust be noted that one of the major successes of the neet was the
Asean Plus Three neeting involving the 10 nenbers of the grouping -
Brunei, Canbodi a, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar, the Phili ppines,

Si ngapore, Thailand and Vietnam- with China, Japan and Sout h Korea.

The Asean Plus Three was the first official neeting at mnisterial-Ievel
followi ng the Joint Statenent on East Asia Co-operation in Mnila |ast
year.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar had said the neeting
conpl enented two earlier Economic M nisters and Fi nance M nisters Meetings
i nvol ving the 13 countri es.

"W are happy that the East Asia Co-operation proposed by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad in 1990 has finally come to fruition," he
had said on the sidelines of the AMM PMC/ ARF neet .

Chi na, Japan and South Korea had given their undertaking to contribute
actively in the Asean Plus Three co-operation.

In this respect, Asean Plus Three would not only create a market of 1.2
billion people but it would also contribute to the peace efforts in the
Korean Peninsul a, especially with North Korea participating in the ARF for
the first time at the neet.

The ARF is a security meeting involving Asean and their dial ogue
partners - the United States, European Union, Russia, China, Japan,
Australia, Canada, South Korea, |India, Papua New Gui nea and Mongoli a.

To the detractors, Asean Plus Three is an "exclusive club” detrinmental
to the interests of Western economi es.

However, the Asean spirit of co-operation with its dial ogue partners
whi ch included the US and the EU during the neeting showed that any
concern shown over the "exclusive club" tag was unfounded.

Nevert hel ess, such concerns coul d al ways be resol ved through
consul tation and consensus which are the hall marks of Asean solidarity.

Even, the US had al so expressed its willingness to assist in reform
nmeasur es undertaken by Asean for sustainable growh followi ng the positive
econom ¢ recovery of the region since the 1997 downt urn.

Australia had al so pl edged A$200 million (RWA46 nmillion) to participate
inthe HV/ AIDS programme in Asean following Malaysia's initiative in
hi ghlighting the matter.

On nucl ear disarmanment, China had al so shown its willingness to sign the
treaty on Sout heast Asia Nucl ear Weapon Free Zone. Likew se, Russia had
also given its commitnment to engage in the treaty.



Al'l these show that in Asean "for every problemthere's a solution" and
usual ly it's done through consultation and consensus for the benefit of
al | peoples of the world.

Syed Hanmi d had said that globalisation and liberation had proven to be
an uneven process, wth unequal distribution of benefits and | osses.

CGeneral |y, devel oping countries and groups within society felt that they
were | osing or were being marginalised.

"Ml aysi a believes that the views of devel oping countries, their rights
to special and differential treatnent, the inportance of transparency in
the process as well as the need in forging consensus nmust be taken into
account in any nmultilateral negotiations. W would |ike to have an
adequat e representati on of devel opi ng and energi ng econonies in
international forums on the reforns that are being proposed as it is
i nportant to ensure a nore neani ngful global financial and nonetary
regi ne," Syed Hanmi d had sai d.

According to him this would bal ance the current |eanings towards free
mar ket princi pl es agai nst issues facing energing markets, taking into
cogni sance the need to accommpdate the different interests and
circunstances of individual countries that were at different stages of
devel opnent.

Therefore, efforts should be intensified to seek an am cable solution to
the issue. Certainly, it can be done through consultati on and consensus.
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