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CONTI NUE TO BE COWPETI Tl VE TO PROGRESS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said toni ght that Ml aysia nust possess | T-based conpetitive edge
to be successful in the trade and industry sector

He said that a conparative advantage based on input or natura
resources alone was no pre-condition for industrial and comercial success.

VWhat is nore inportant is the ability and efficiency of a country in
nmobi | i sing i nput and resources from various sources and com ng out with
products in the nost conpetitive manner, he said at the Industry Excellence
Awar d presentation cerenony, here.

He said that other inportant aspects that needed focus to ensure the
success of an organisation were suitability and capability of manpower.

Each organisation had to ensure that its workforce was know edgeabl e,
skilled, efficient and dedicated in carrying out their functions and
responsibilities, he said.

"Qpportunities should al so be given to themto upgrade their know edge
and skills as well as equip thenselves with new know edge required for the
organi sation to achi eve excell ence,” he said.

Among the new skills and expertise that would be required by the
i ndustries were in the areas of product design and processes, devel opnent
and managenment of |IT, and market and strategic planning.

Dr Mahathir said that there should be a continuous process to inprove
onesel f and achi eve excellence and this should involve all nmenbers of an
or gani sati on.

He said the notto of "wait and see" could no | onger be practised if one
wanted to avoid being left behind in IT.

"If conpanies are only | ooking at foreign conmpanies participating in
e-conmerce, which is expected to grow trenmendously, the conpanies
thenmselves will lose their clients and the market.

"W need to be ready to face the risk and together participate in a new
conpetitive arena,"” he said.

As for research and devel opment (R&D), he said it was an inportant
el ement for any industry in its quest to inprove existing products and
i ntroduce products which could conpete in the narkets.

"Conpared with devel oped countries, Ml aysia' s expenditure in the area
of R&D is very low at only 0.3 per cent of the Gross Donestic Product.

"Local conpanies are lagging far behind in their efforts to upgrade
| ocal R&D and are still too dependent on foreign technol ogy transfer."”

Therefore, he said, it was the responsibility of all manufacturing
conpani es to focus on the advancenent of their R&D, so that the conpanies
could mai ntain and enhance the conpetitiveness of |ocal products in the
country as well as in the international narkets.

Turning to nmaking inraods into markets, Dr Mahathir said the majority
of local manufacturers were nore focused on contract basis nmanufacturing.

He said that this approach did not guarantee the sustainability and
expansion of a market in the long term but woul d create dependence on the
mai n manuf acturer who could end the contract at any tine.

Therefore, the time had conme for | ocal manufacturers to plan their
short and long-term strategies to produce and market their own manufactured
products, Dr Mahathir said.

He said that it was not easy to cone out with a product and to pronote
it, but this was not inpossible.



To convince potential consuners of Ml aysi an- nade products,
manuf acturers should aimfor an international certification for their
products and | ook at efforts to pronote |ocally-nmade products as a
| ong-term i nvest ment.

They shoul d be prepared to set aside resources, ideas and energy
together with public bodies and private organisations |ike the Ml aysian
External Trade and Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) and industrial
organi sations in the forrmulation and inplenmentati on of suitable strategies
to produce Ml aysi an-brand products which were accepted internationally, he
sai d.

At the Industry Excellence Award, several conpanies received awards
under various categories including product excellence, trade, services and
qual ity managenent .

Under the Industry Excell ence Award (Product), the three conpanies
whi ch emerged w nners were Professional Golf Conpany Sdn Bhd, UPHA G oup of
Conpani es and Britannia Brand (M Sdn Bhd.

Three ot her conpani es received special awards for product excellence
i ncluding that under Innovative Product Devel opnent of Ml aysi an Brand
Nane: Hydropot First - Technol ogy Sdn Bhd and Adabi Consuner |ndustries Sdn
Bhd, Acson Mal aysia Sales & Services Sdn Bhd and Silverstone Bhd.

Decor plus Sdn Bhd and Sharp El ectronic (M Sdn Bhd each received an
award under the local design and open design category, respectively.

Conpani es awar ded under the Industry Excell ence Award
(Export-Merchandi se) were S.G G Furniture Sdn Bhd, BSA Manufacturing Sdn
Bhd, Leader Cable Industry Sdn Bhd and S. M Chem cal Sdn Bhd.

Under the Export Services category Technip Geoproduction (M Sdn Bhd
and Henry Goh & Co Sdn Bhd were the wi nners.

The Industry Excellence Award for Quality Managenent was won by | poh
Speci al i st Centre Medi cal Associates Sdn Bhd, Perusahaan O onobil Nasi onal
Bhd and Advanced M cro Devices Export Sdn Bhd while the Special Award for
the small and nedi umindustries was taken by Unil on Packagi ng Sdn Bhd.
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