20/ 07/ 2000
Conventi on agenda cl ear: Strengthen Mal ay support for Umo

Zubai dah Abu Bakar
SOMVE 700 sel ected Mal ays, nostly Umo | eaders at division |level, are
attendi ng the two-day Kedah Umo Convention in Al or Star since yesterday.

Al t hough some in the group are not party nenbers, the agenda is clear -
to strengthen Mal ay support for Umo.

Taki ng centrestage during the discussions are i ssues concerning the
eroded support for the party in the | ast general election and the fear
that the younger generation can no |onger identify thenselves with Umo.

The expectations fromthe participants are thus very high especially
with the convention's thenme of Umo Perjuangan Orang Mel ayu (Umo, the
Mal ay struggle).

Participants therefore will have to find ways "to make Umo the only
party for the Mal ays" and woo back support which had gone to Pas, a
growi ng Mal ay- based party.

However, a woman partici pant who is anong 16 fromthe Alor Star Umo
di vision attendi ng the convention obvi ously does not fully understand her
role.

"The letter sent to nme said the convention will relate to the struggles
of former and present party | eaders.

"I'"l'l sit and listen, probably they will tell us about the Sauk
i ncident," was her answer when asked on her expectati ons.

She is, of course, not the only one feeling blur

The participants are playing pivotal roles here, charting the direction
of Umo in Kedah in the next couple of years and towards wresting seats
whi ch had been | ost to Pas.

They must undertand this responsibility well or the convention will fail
to neet its objectives.

For the nere fact that Pas recently declared Kedah as its next target
after successfully taking over Kel antan and Trengganu, has made this
convention nore significant than those hel d previously.

What nore, it is also the first concerted effort by the State Umo | ed
by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain to work out plans to
counter Pas' advances.

What transpires during the two days will be keenly followed not only by
menbers and suporters of Umo in Kedah but the opposition parties as well.

And tal ki ng about seriousness, Syed Razak certainly does not take things

lightly.
Menbers of the various committees set up to organi se the convention
worked till the wee hours to perfect things.

Party flags and buntings hang along the main roads in town, giving nore
of a celebrative mobod than anything el se.

A grand wel comi ng cerenpny al so awaits Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who will open the convention today.

It is learned that the State Umo had al so forned a special conmittee to
draft Syed Razak's key-note address at the convention.

Al'l these speak of the excitenment over the whole affair. Let's just hope
the hardwork will not stop just there.

A conprehensi ve design to win back seats lost to Pas in the | ast genera
el ection must materialise fromthe conventi on.

Former Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsnan Aroff said the convention is not a
fault-finding forumbut nore to discuss nmeasures which Umo should take to
wi n back support.



"W are here to exami ne ourselves and our strength and whatever is
deci ded shoul d be for the betternment of the Malay race,” he said.

Sharing Gsman's views is Rami Mhd Yunus, a conmittee nenber of Pokok
Sena division. He said those selected to participate in the various brain
storm ng sessions just got to be honest and brave in giving their views no
matter how senstive they m ght be.

"This is the only way for Umo to carry out self-exam nation," he said.

Many Umo | eaders in the State have accepted the fact that Umo is no
| onger the party for the Mal ays in Kedah.

The party has lost its credibility not because of Pas' increasing
strength. It is the internal bickerings and the ability of Pas and its
other allies in the Opposition Front to capitalise on issues |ike the
sacking of jailed former deputy prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
during the general election that are responsible for Umm's poor
per f or mance.

"Pas won seats not because the party is strong but because of the
i nternal bickerings in Umo and al so because Umo nenbers are too

conpl acent," said Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob during his
recent visit to Kedah.
Khalil also admtted that Umo nenbers were still in the daze over the

| oss of seats.

"Many are trying to get over the defeat," he said when addressing
participants of the Baling Umo division convention on July 8.

Pas is already wal king tall in Kedah after wresting eight out of 15
parlianentary seats and increasing its state seats froma nere two to 12.

Political observers said Umo cannot deny that Pas parlianentarians and
assenbl ynen are making tireless efforts to woo Umo's supporters and
menbers to their side.

Al these are denoralising Umo nenbers, they said. The party | eadership
at the State-level nmust get cracking to fire the spirit of nmenbers and
outline strategies to counter Pas before it becone too | ate.

Fi ve workshops - on politics, econony, religion, social, education were
chaired anong others by figures |ike Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman, Datuk
Abdul Khadir Shei kh Fadzir and Dat uk H shanuddi n Tun Hussein | ast night.

The resol utions of these workshops are to be tabled this afternoon
before Syed Razak make a summary on the convention and provi de answers to
i ssues that had been rai sed.

These two days provide opportunities for menbers to give the nmuch needed
i nputs towards achieving this end.

The forum should not be put to waste.

( END)
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