28/ 04/ 2000
Counci | aspirants may nmake pl edge

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - All aspirants for the 25 Umo suprene council seats
are likely to nake a witten pledge to refrain fromengagi ng i n noney
politics and unheal thy canpai gning after a neeting with the party

presi dent tomnorrow ni ght.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he will neet the 74
aspirants but it was still up to themto deci de whether to emnul ate what
the 15 candi dates bidding for senior party posts did | ast Monday.

"Yes, if they (candi dates) agree, the decision will be theirs (and it's)
not my directive.

"I will explain (to them) the problens of msusing noney and why it is
not good," said the Prinme Mnister to reporters at the Sultan Abdul Halim
airport in Kepala Batas here before | eaving for Kuala Lunmpur at the end of
hi s day-1ong working visit to Kedah.

Dr Mahat hir was asked about the schedul ed neeting with the aspirants and
whet her they woul d al so be required to sign a sinilar pledge |ike the one
si gned by the 15 candi dat es.

On Monday, the 15 who are vying for the posts of vice-president, Wanita
chi ef, deputy Wanita chief and deputy Youth chief signed a four-point
pl edge to stem noney politics and pronmote a healty el ection canpaign for
the forthcom ng party el ections.

Anyone found breaching their pledge woul d have their nisconduct exposed
during the general assenbly begi nning May 11

Asked whet her the signing of the pledge by the 15 candi dates had shown a
positive devel opnent, Dr Mahathir said:

"As far as we know it (the problem had been reduced. There are only
certain people in Kuala Lunpur (who are still active)."

On foll owup nmeasures to curb the negative activity, Dr Mahathir said
the party would continue to nonitor the situation

He al so adnmitted the possibility of certain people pretending to be
agents of certain candidates and m ght report to the party on those
all eged to be involved in bribery.

"This coul d happen but we have to study such cases. |If the information
provided is correct, then we cannot reject them" he added.

Asked on the nove by certain States to have their own guidelines to
prevent del egates from bei ng exposed to noney politics, Dr Mahathir said
he woul d stress in his speech on the inportance of del egates not to vote
for candi dates who nmake use of noney to influence their choice.

Dr Mahathir, who was earlier schedul ed to open the Kedah Umo convention
today, al so explained that the nove to postpone all State-level Umo
conventions until after the general assenbly was to prevent the forumfrom
bei ng used to canpai gn for votes.
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