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Counci | nenbers express confidence

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Several new y-appoi nted Umo suprene council nenbers
t oday expressed confidence that their views would be taken into account as
it represents the aspirations of various groups |like youths and non-

gover nment al or gani sati ons.

They were pleasantly surprised at the frank and open deliberations
during the council neeting yesterday, and prom sed to act as a "bridge"

i nking the younger generation to the party | eadership.

"The at nosphere was denocratic," said new y-appoi nted council nenber
Azal i na O hman, describing her inpression of yesterday's three-hour
nmeeting of the party's highest decision-nmaki ng body in | poh.

"There is no i ssue whatsoever of the council being a dictatorship," she
sai d.

Asked what a suprene council nmeeting was |ike, Azalina said she found it
a gathering of thoughts fromall levels, with the enphasis on unity.

"But mnd you, the council is a very work-oriented neeting," she added,
underscoring the often |l engthy duration of council neetings which have
been known to stretch nore than five hours.

Her counterpart Azim Daimadmtted to sone degree of hesitation at
being in a neeting with senior party | eaders known to be very serious and
reserved in public - such as party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad.

"The nmeeting was held in an at nosphere which | had not expected. It was
very friendly, open and frank," he said, adding that the counci
del i berated on a vast array of issues concerning the party and nationa
i nterests.

The council neeting yesterday di scussed several issues ranging fromthe
party's divisional elections next year to howto secure support from
several groups which in the past were opposed to the party.

Azal i na was asked whether the arrests of 53 Muslins by the Sel angor
Rel i gi ous Affairs Department in several outlets serving alcohol in
Pet al i ng Jaya was di scussed at the neeting.

"Let me put it this way - there are concerns over the matter in the
council.”

Both 36 years of age, Azalina and Azim are the youngest of the
council's 35 menbers.

Azalina, a practicing litigation |lawer, has a Masters in Law fromthe
London School of Econom cs and di plonma in Syariah

Active in NGO work specialising in wonmen's issues, she is also | ega
advi ser to Hawa (Wnen's Affairs Comrittee) Sel angor.

Azim, a conmmunications major, is Umo Youth information chief and heads
t he nmovenent at the Kulim Bandar Baru divi sion.

Their relatively young age have |l ed the Press to describe themas the
"Youth and NGGs'" council representatives. Both admt this to be their
primary responsibility.

"My appointnent is on behalf of the younger generation and for wonen,"
sai d Azal i na.

"I amnot saying | can solve all their problens, but | can at | east
represent the council as a person who is on the ground in these natters,"
she added.

"The council expects our input on these issues,"” said Azini, adding that
"so that's where our responsibilities will lie."



Azal ina said she realised that unlike many of her council counterparts,
who hel d either elected or governnental positions to assist themin
di scharging party duties, she has none.

But she gave the assurance that her dedication to the party and to carry
out her responsibilitites as a council menber was undeterred.

"I woul d never have taken this appointnent just for the sake of being
the “finishing touch on a cake' and I will never tolerate that."

( END)
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