18/ 01/ 2000
Counci|l on boosting agri sector to be set up

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is
expected to launch a private sector consultative council on agricultura
devel opnent in March.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Mhd Ef fendi Norwawi said the council was
aimed at form ng new policies and procedures to accel erate private sector
investnents in the sector.

"This is part of the mnistry's efforts to increase contributions from
the agricultural sector towards the econony and to reduce the increasing
national food inport bill," he said after a signing cerenony between the
Governnent and the International Centre for Living Aquatic Resources
Managerment (I CLARM) for the establishment of | CLARM s headquarters in
Mal aysi a.

He said the council would al so be responsible for nonitoring the
progress achi eved by the agricultural sector under the Third Nationa
Agricultural Policy. He said he would chair a co-ordinating conmittee
whi ch woul d be responsible for sorting out State land natters with regard
to agricultural use

"W will invite all State Executive Councillors in charge of agriculture
to be nmenbers of this co-ordinating commttee," he said.

These efforts, he hoped, would not only increase contributions fromthe
agricultural sector but also generate new industries within the sector to
produce nore hi gh-val ue products.

On the signing cerenony, Mohd Effendi said it marked the first step of
co-operation between Mal aysi an fisheries reseachers and | CLARM

He said nore than a billion people worldwi de relied on fish as a source
of protein while a further 150 million depended on the seas for
enpl oynent .

"The worl d population is increasing daily and many fisheries worl dw de
are either being over exploited or fully exploited, posing a serious
threat.

"Under these circunstances, the efforts of | CLARMas the only
international centre involved in fisheries and other living aquatic
resources research are very noble and hi ghly conmendabl e, " he sai d.

At present the Departnent of Fisheries is involved in three projects
with I CLARM which are the Tropical Fish Stock Assessnent Project,

Fi sheri es Co- Managenent Project and the International Network on Genetics
i n Aquacul ture.

The | CLARM i s an autononous, non-profit, international scientific and
techni cal centre which conducts, stinmulates and accel erates research on
al | aspects of fisheries, aquaculture and the nmanagenent of |iving aquatic
resour ces.

| CLARM s new headquarters will be located on a 5.235ha site in Batu
Maung, Penang, adjacent to the Fisheries Training Institute and will start
operations on Feb 15.
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