07/ 08/ 2000

Count er negative i ssues, Umo nenbers told

KUANTAN, Sun. - Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob today call ed
on party nenbers to conpl ement Governnent efforts in tacklingreligious-
rel ated and nati onal security issues.

He sai d Umo nenbers should not wait for the Government to initiate the
nmove as such efforts should be made at all |evels.

"Party menbers shoul d be brave and aggressive in countering i ssues
pertaining to national security, Islamand opposition propaganda.

"The recent happeni ngs can j eopardi se nati onal security, so all party
menber s shoul d keep abreast with devel opnents and initiate somethingto
tackl e the issues," he said.

Khal i | was speaki ng before the Paya Besar Umo conventi on which was
opened by Umo suprene counci| nenber Dat uk Abdul Aziz Shansuddi n at the
Dewan Jubli Perak Sultan Ahnad Shah.

The one-day convention di scussed Umo presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s openi ng speech at the Umo general assenbly in Muy.

In a rel ated devel opnent, Khalil rem nded all Ummo nenbers that the
recent arns heist by A -M'unah menbers in Gik and the Sauk i nci dent
coul d happen anywhere in the country.

"I amconcerned over this matter, especially after | got a report
stating that the A -M' unah novenent had turned an area in Penor, a state
constituency hel d by Pas, and another area in Cherating, intoits training
base. "

Khal il said nost of the Al -M'unah menbers involved in the Gik incident
had under gone training in Penor.

"l believe the presence of its base in the State will cause themto be
nore militant," he said.
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