23/ 07/ 2000

“Courses to inculcate |Islamc val ues

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today religious
courses to be conducted in Government departnments will inculcate Islamc
val ues and not contain political elenents |ike the current ones.

The Prime Mnister said public servants were sincere in wanting to | earn
about Islambut lecturers sonetinmes went on to criticise the Governnent
that it did not inplenent hudud and as a result public servants becane
Opposition party nenmbers and were no | onger professional.

"They carry out their duties while being influenced by their nenbership
of Opposition parties. W will have courses that are nore organi sed and
give priority to inculcating noble Islamc values."

He was speaking to reporters after opening the 18th Puspanita annua
general neeting here.

Dr Mahathir said the Islanmic values included sincerity, trust, honouring
proni ses and oaths, responsibility, being hard-working and not wasting
tine.

Asked how many Governnent of ficers were Qpposition party nenbers, he
said there were not nmany but sone of themheld high office.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent woul d organi se courses that focused on
I slamic values to prevent religious tal ks organi sed by civil servants from
bei ng used to incul cate hatred agai nst the Governnent.

He said there were tal ks held at Government departments in which the
CGovernnent was criticised, although they were neant to teach religion.

He said the tal ks, which were nore |ike Opposition canpai gns, had caused
many Government officers to join Opposition parties, making it difficult
for the Governnment to discharge its responsibilities.
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