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CPJ used dubi ous i nformati on

T.S. T Ong

ON Wrld Press Day (May 3), the New York-based Cormittee To Protect
Journalists (CPJ) singled out 10 government | eaders around the world for
harsh censure because - in the eyes of the group - these | eaders are
guilty of suppressing Press freedomin their countries.

Evi dently they depended on dubious information to arrive at their
concl usi ons.

Smal | wonder, the group has stigmatised the | eaders of some countries as
enem es of the Press. They include Chinese President Jiang Zenin, our
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, President Al berto Fujinori
of Peru, Ayatollah Ali Khameni of Iran, Kazakhstan President Nursultan
Nazabayev and Cuban President Fidel Castro.

The executive director of this self-appointed US wat chdog of Press
freedom Ann Cooper spat venom when she sneered: "These enem es of the
Press use nethods that range fromoutright torture and nurder to nore
subtl e techni ques ai ned at keepi ng unconfortable truths frombeing told."

Per haps, the sanctinoni ous Cooper was referring to truths that were
adulterated to sound like nusic to her kind, or to please scandal - hungry
edi tors.

She certainly has no noral right to conderm world | eaders who do not
revere the Fifth Amendnent of the US Constitution as sacrosanct. Heads of
i ndependent and soverei gn governments are under no obligation to
adm ni ster by American | aws.

Cooper's charges betray a deep aversion for anyone or anything that does
not dance to the tune of the Washi ngton consensus. The 10 | eaders who have
been singled are prejudicially categorised as enen es of Press, not
because they are adversaries of their own people, but because they have
the courage to stand up to the bullies in Capitol H Il and thunmb their
noses at Uncle Sanis attenpts to propagate American hegenony.

I ndependent countries of the free world have the right and liberty to
choose their own destiny. Surely, there are no | aws agai nst this freedom
of choice

The CPJ's exclusion of | eaders across the Causeway is too glaring to go
unnoti ced. Being a gl obal watchdog of Press freedom it is inconceivable
for the group not know that freedomof the Press south of the border is
virtual |l y non-existent.

Even the Speaker's Corner in the Island State is too tied up in a
CGordi an knot of draconian |aws to be of nmuch effect. Either the CPJ is
practising sel ective condemmati on or knows next to nothing about the
situation in this part of the world. \Wichever way, it's credibility as an
i mpartial observer is destroyed.

Lately, the International Herald Tribune has cone under fire for biased
and unfair treatnment of two stories on street denmonstrations - one in
Kual a Lunpur and the other in Washington. The Kual a Lunpur epi sode was
patently uneventful by conpari son.

According to a foreign wire service report, the planned nassive
denonstration at the National Msque to nmark the anniversary of the
downfall of the former deputy prinme nminister drew a di sappointingly snal
nunber of peopl e.

| ce-cream vendors, instead, were reportedly doing brisk business anbng a
curious crowd of on-1ookers outside the nbsque conpound.

For the extensive publicity it generated both at home and abroad, the



Kual a Lunpur denonstration on the day itself was relatively tranquil

On the other hand, the protests against the | M and the Wrld Bank
meeting in Washi ngton took on a different dinmension altogether.

Ful I y-armed policenen charged denonstrators with truncheons, fired tear
gas at them and sprayed pepper gas into their eyes. Those arrested were
handcuf f ed and uncer enoni ously dunped i nto prison-bound police vans.

Al though there is a stark difference in the degree of viol ence between
Kual a Lunpur and Washi ngton, the Herald Tri bune was qui ck to condemn the
fornmer and exonerate (and even unashamedly praise) the latter.

It and ot her newspapers of the sane il k have resorted to bl atant
hypocri sy to cast aspersions on countries that do not hold with the US
adm ni stration's propensity to bully and interfere with the donestic
affairs of small nations. Perhaps the CIP might |like to draw up anot her
list for "enenies of the responsible Press" and make the Herald Tri bune
its first noninee.

O her government | eaders on the CPJ's "enemies of the Press" list this
year are Foday Sankoh, |eader of Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United
Front, Yugoslav President Sl oodan M osevic, Tunisian President Zine
al - Abdi ne Ben Ali, and Angol an Presi dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos.

One cannot hel p but wonder that these | eaders might have been singl ed
out for condemation because Uncle Samhad to do all within its power to
di scredit them
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