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Creating art fromchaos

Ooi Kok Chuen

HE' S Mal aysi an, and he has exhi bited wi th some of the biggest nanes in
art, dead or alive. He is also featured in several art books by the
Italian art historian/curator Achille Bonoto A iva.

At 45, Kedah-born H- H (Hooi Hwa) Limis a permanent fixture in the
lively Italian art scene, renowned for his Conceptual installation art
over the last 20 years.

H s art deals with the quest of identity in the chaos of an ever-
shrinking world, the tensions of culture and psyche between the East and
the West.

"Everything is so insecure. You find that the world is not perfect. O
course it is not. Sone things are perfect, sone arenot. I'mliving with
that," said Lim whose 26 years in Ronme showed in his heavy Italian
accent.

Li mcan al so speak English, Mandarin and Hokki en, the "unofficial"

i ngua franca of Penang where he spent his early schooling days.

"Sonetinmes you are happy, sonetines depressed. You have to be
spont aneous. When you are calm you make cal mthings. In Langkawi, it's so
peaceful, and things represent that. But | liveinabigcity and I
represent the chaos. They are the living things. You can't ignore that.
It's the reality.”

"I ambased in Rome but ny bond is here (in Malaysia). It's difficult to
understand what is left or right, up or down. | walk in the centre.

"Sometines you find yourself | ost in between the two, the tenptations
drawi ng you apart. That makes for a crisis, but it creates art. My art is
not al ways about | ooking for beauty."

It'sironic that Limw |l be making his art debut in his hone country in
t he Langkawi I nternational Festival of Arts (Lifa) despite having etched a
nane for hinself in the tough international art world.

Consi der this: his works have been shown al ongsi de Beuys, Hari ng,
Duchanp, Warhol, Basqui at, and anongst the living artists - A R Penck,
and the Fluxus, doninated by a re-invented Yoko Ono, Nam June Pai k and his
wi fe Kubota, to nane a few.

He is mentioned, and photographs of his installations used, in three art
books witten by Achille, better known as the founder of TransAvant garde
t hat grouped Pal adi no, and the three great Cs - Cucchi, Cenente and Chia
(Sandr o).

Achille is also the director of the Venice Biennale, the closest to the
art world' s equivalent of the A ynpics.

Li mhi nsel f had not been sel ected for the Veni ce Bi ennal e proper, only
taking part in the fringe events in 1984.

In Achille's art tones, he is featured in Oggetti di Turno (The Turn of
t he hject), Propaganda Arte (Propaganda Art), and the | atest, Gatis
Abordo dell “Arte (Free To Go Into the Wrld of Art), where two full pages
were devoted to him

"I amlucky to have net Achille. Sonetines, artists need opportunities
to express t hensel ves. He al ways put nme anong i nternational artists in the
exhi bi tions that he organi sed. And now, | amso gl ad to have nmet Dat uk
(I'brahi mHussein)," he saidwi th hunmlity though his works refl ect great
maturity in terns of handling of materials, insight and concept.

After a purely academ c groundi ng at the Kual a Lunpur Col | ege of Art in
1976, Liminmedi ately made a beeline for Ronme, where his tutel age at the



Acadeny of Fine Arts prepared hi mfor the catal yctic changes of multi-
pronged disciplines in art instead of the nore nonolithic adherence to
nmedi a.

In God of Prosperity, a 5x4-nmetre nmural on the walls of the Artico
Gallery in Rome, Limjuxtaposes a small inage of the Tua Peh Kong deity
agai nst the outlines of a Sherman tank, show ng that the way of prosperity
is through force and m ght.

Anot her installation, entitled For Heaven's Sake, has "nodel " aeropl anes
whi ch di sintegrate i nto powder, while Totens expl oits the common t el ephone
directories which he rolled up and painted over with netallic paint and
stacked up on a single wall shelf.

Who woul d have t hought of naki ng use of these directories, often taken
for granted. Yet they are virtual repositories of Iife, of conmon peopl e,
sonme of whom mi ght have died before the records are updated

The aeropl anes synbolise a | ove of flying and al so an i nstrunent of
deat h or even peace, as in self-protection or defence. The eponynobus
excl aimation is one of surprise, or horror

In one with the cryptic title, 60kg of Sages, he bal anced hinsel f for

hours on a basketball, and this was recorded on vi deo.
An "artillery" of dustpans has the ponpous title Cerenpny of the
Pr ophet .

"Many peopl e have i deas, good and bad. But in the consunerist world,
everything is thrown away t he next day, even if the phil osophy is good,"
he expl ai ned.

For Lifa, organi sed by Dat uk | brahi mHussei n's museumf oundati on, Lim
will be presenting two works that deal with the way we | ook at things, and
how we | ook at things.

One with a shiny epox-nmade suitcase which is enpty inside deals with the
stereotype of a fool's paradi se. Just because it | ooks |i ke an expensive
trunk, there nust be sone treasures inside.

"But Langkawi is an island of treasures. Everywhere you go, it is all
gold ... the Nature, the sea, and i nsi de these museum Datuk's paintings.
"Soneti nes, we nake m stakes with psychol ogi cal inpressions. Wethink this
is the value," he said.

In the other work, he has chosen two trees outside this museumin-the-
rainforest in north-western Langkawi to draw attention to two dying trees
by hangi ng up a sanurai sword between them

"One of the trees is already dead, and the other is dying with i nsects
i nsi de," he said.

It goes by the ironic nane of Still-life.

After Lifa, Limnewy-married to a Tai wanese, has a nmj or group
exhibition at the Modern Art Gallery in Rome in Decenber.

Lim s success in the West shows that in the newy gl obalised world where
the "art centre" keeps shifting, the world is an oyster for the artist who
dares to dream Like | brahim whose dreans of a "gl obal village" nuseum
becane reality and nmade possi bl e Li fa which brought back Lim

Lifais acreative celebration of excellence of artists, nusicians,
poets, designers, photographers, dancers and folk art perfornmers like the
uni que and t he absol utely not-to-be-ni ssed Vi et namese Thang Long Wt er
Puppet Theatre.

I't includes open studios of artists scattered all over the fabled
i sland, an ebul lient one-off performance by virtuoso flautist Andrea
Ginmnelli and the sultry barefoot flanenco dance of La Chunga; a
phot ogr aphy exhi bition entitled A Ml aysi an Portfolio, and t he Nati onal
Poetry Conventi on.

The events will culmnate with the official opening of the museumon
Saturday by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad. The festiva



will alternate with the Langkawi Maritinme and Aerospace show.

Organi sed by the |HMCF, it is supported by the Kedah State governnent
and the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority (Lada), with the New Straits Tines
as one of its major sponsors.
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