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Creativity inportant to econonmic growth: PM

Lokman Mansor

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says Mal aysi an conpani es
have proven t hat even though they are rel ative | ateconmers in I nformation
Technology (I T) and multinedia industries, they can still pull away from
t he pack.

He said the success of these conpani es and i ndi vi dual s denpbnstrate the
i mportance of creativity and innovationin driving economc growthinthe
I nformati on Age.

"Creativity is about seeing things froma different angle and breaking
away fromol d rul es and nornms that bind us to the traditional way of doing
things. It allows us to be different and hel ps us find new answers and
solutions to problens, both old and new," Dr Mahathir said.

Speaking at the Asia Pacific Multinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) IT and
Tel econmuni cati ons Awards (APM TTA) in Kual a Lunpur | ast ni ght, he said
fromcreativity conmes i nnovation, andit is fromthis realisation that the
Gover nment enbarked on the creation of the MsSC

"Toni ght is a special occasion where we unveil to the world the fruits
of our labour for the last three-and-a-half years. The conpanies in the
MBC have responded to the Government's call to invest in IT and
mul ti medi a. They have risen to the challenge with a glittering array of
out st andi ng creative achi evenents," Dr Mahathir sai d.

He sai d t hese conpani es have di spl ayed their creative capabilities and
resourceful innovationin devel opi ng products and services in a variety of
categories, ranging fromsoftware and content devel opnent to 3-D
ani mation.

Dr Mahathir said it is crucial that el enments of creativity and
i nnovation fostered by i nvesting heavily in R&D are further supported by
venture capital funds to commercial i se products and services of high
quality and high val ue- added.

"Inthis regard, Mal aysi an conpani es and entrepreneurs should face up to
t he chal | enge of thinking out of the box, so that traditional limt to
growt h can be overcone via nore creative and i nnovative thinking as well
as supportive fundi ng arrangements,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said the APM TTAw || provide a platformfor conpani es and
i ndi vidual s to participate and propel thensel ves i n areas where Ml aysi a
can becone major players in I T and nmul ti nedi a.

"l appeal to all I'T and rmultinmedi a conpani es to support this progranme.
| hope that thisinitiative will eventually lead to the creation of a new
generation of hi-tech start-ups and the establishnent of many nore | ocal
conpanies that will join the ranks of world-class conpanies," he said.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent has had full confidence in the
soundness of the MSC concept ever since it was | aunched i n August 1996,
based on the experience of Silicon Valley and Route 128.

"l am happy to note that during the | ast three-and-a-half years the MC
has nmade tremendous progres. The 306 conpani es awar ded MSC-status and the
nat ure and spread of their activities indicate the val ue and depth of the
research in technol ogi es and applications bei ng devel oped. This includes
nore than 147 whol | y Mal aysi an-owned conpani es that are involved in high
val ue- added activities," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the MSCis expected to create nore than 35,000 jobs for
know edge workers in the next five years and attract at |east 50 worl d-
cl ass conpani es by 2003 to set up val ue-added activities for the country



and the region.

Dr Mahat hir sai d various nmeasures will al so be undertaken to spawn | ocal
conpani es into global players as well as to draw Buni putera participation
in the mainstreamof high val ue-added busi ness activities.

Later, Dr Mahathir presented the MSC/ APM TTA' Best of the Best award to
e- Busi ness Sdn Bhd for software applicati ons and VM5 Technol ogy Sdn Bhd
for industrial comercial products.

FortusGen Sdn Bhd won the Smart Learni ng Applications category, Iris
Corp Bhd (Mul ti purpose Card Sol uti ons category), Inform x Sdn Bhd (E-
Gover nment Applications category), E-Magazine Online Sdn Bhd (content
devel opnent cat egory), Conputer Protocol (M Sdn Bhd (val ue-added
comuni cat i osn t echnol ogi es cat egory), Asia Travel Network Sdn Bhd (start-
up conpani es category) and Uni versiti Ml aysi a Sabah and Uni versiti Ml aya
(student projects category).

The Prime Mnister also toured an exhibition displaying the anard
finalists' products.
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