18 FEB 2000
ASEAN- SUW T
CRI SI' S MANAGEMENT STRATEG ES TO TOP ASEAN BUSI NESS SUWM T AGENDA

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernanma) -- Discussing strategies undertaken by
Asean businesses in comng out fromthe regional crisis will be a top
agenda during the Asean Business Sunmit 2000, to be held here fromApril 11
to 12.

Organi sed by the National Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry Mal aysia
(NCCIM and the Asean Chanber of Commerce and Industry (Asean-CCl), the
busi ness summt woul d be opened by Mal aysian premer Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad who is al so expected to deliver the keynote address for the sunmt.

This would be foll owed by a special dialogue session between Dr
Mahat hir and sunmt del egates, said Asean-CCl President Tan Sri Tajudin
Rami during a press conference here today to announce the business sunmt.

He sai d I ndonesi an president Abdurrahman Wahid and U.S. Secretary of
Commerce WIliam M Dal ey have al so been invited to the summt.

Prior to the two-day business summt, Asean-CCl and the Mbscow based
Russi a- Asean Cooperation Fund woul d al so hold the Asean Russia Busi ness
Forumon April 13, here.

On the Asean Business Summit, Tajudin said: "It is hoped that the
busi ness summit would provide a platformfor businessmen to di scuss
strategies, current devel opnent and collective initiatives that Asean and
Asia need to inplenent in addressing the new econom c, technol ogi cal
soci etal and geopolitical realities of the 21st century.

He said the recent economic crisis had underscored the need for a
regi on-wi de forumfor Asian countries and their respective private sectors,
to discuss, formulate and coordi nate effective approaches to comon
pr obl ens.

Describing the summt as tinely follow ng the economic crisis, Tajudin
hoped the sumrit would contribute towards further enhancenent of econonic
cooperation in the region.

The sunmit woul d be the second hel d under the auspices of Asean-CCl
The first neeting was held in Jakarta in 1997.

Tajudin who is also the president of NCC M disclosed that promn nent
Asean political and econom c | eaders, businessnen, and academ cians from
all over the world representing | eading organi sations and world bodi es have
been invited to participate.

Among ot her isues expected to be discussed at the summt would include
t hose invol ving Asean Free Trade Area (Afta), Wrld Trade Organisation
(WO, and Asia Pacific Econom c Co-operation (Apec).

The sunmit, he said, would al so focus on Asean business in preparing to
nmeet challenges in the new digital econony of the 21st century brought
about by rapid devel opnent of knowl edge and technol ogy based i nnovati ons.

Asean CCl Exco-Deputy chairman, Datuk Paul Low said Asean busi ness
| eaders woul d al so take a closer |ook at their own econom c recovery
programmes whi ch have been nore of an export-led type of recovery. --
BERNANMA
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