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Crucial monents as | ast seven divisions neet today

Shanmsul Akmar; Azran Aziz

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - As the Umo divisional neetings draw to a cl ose,
aspiring candi dates who need a few nobre nomi nations to qualify will have
their fate determ ned by the | ast seven divisions schedul ed to neet

t onor r ow.

Wth the posts of president and deputy president uncontested,
nomi nati ons fromthese seven divisions could help sonme candi dates scrape
through to qualify to contest the posts of vice-presidents and suprene
counci | menbers.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi have
unofficially secured the posts of president and deputy president
respectivel y uncont est ed.

Nom nations fromthe divisions to neet tonorrow - Bentong, Jerantut,
Temer| oh, Pekan, Raub and Mentakab in Pahang, and Bandar Tun Razak here -
could be crucial for at |east one vice-president hopeful and nunerous
aspirants to the suprene council

Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah is the only one with a nathemati cal chance of
joining nine others who have qualified for the race for the three vice-
presi dent posts.

He nmanaged to secure one nom nation fromthe Maran division, one of the
two divisions which nmet today. The other division which met was Ronpin.

Tengku Razal ei gh has 14 nomi nations, three short to qualify to contest
the vice-president's post.

Maran and Ronpi n both nom nated Dr Mahathir and Abdull ah for the posts
of president and deputy president respectively.

For vice-presidents, Maran nom nated both incunbents Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak and Tan Sri Muhammad Muhd Tai b, and Tengku Razal ei gh.

Ronpi n picked Najib, but opted for Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghan
O hman and Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Qmar for the other
two slots.

Except for Tengku Razal ei gh, the other four have already qualified.

O hers who have qualified for the vice-presidential race are Sabah Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Osu Sukam Negri Senbilan Mentri Besar Tan Sri Mhd
| sa Abdul Samad, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departrment Datuk Dr Rais Yati mand Donestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin.

After the seven divisions neet tonorrow, all 165 Umo divisions wll
have participated in the process of nom nating candi dates for the top
posts.

On March 2, Tawau in Sabah becane the first Umo division to hold its
meeting. Until today, a total of 158 divisions have net but only 157 nade
their nominati ons.

Del egates to the Gua Musang neeting two weeks ago chose to | eave the
nom nations to the divisional comrittee and it has not announced its
choi ce.

Meanwhi | e, Tenerl oh Wanita Umo, which net today, nom nated i ncunbent
Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man and i ncunbent deputy
Dat uk Napsi ah Ormar to defend the posts.

Wi | e Zaharah has | ong qualified, the nomnation from Terer| oh delivered
Napsi ah t he rmuch- needed 25t h nomi nati on.

Internati onal Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, who
has 91 nom nations, has al so announced her decision to contest the Wanita



chi ef post.

In the Youth wing, acting chief Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussei n and Pahang
Umo Yout h chi ef Mohamad Must apha Khalid received three nore nom nations
for the posts of chief and deputy respectively.
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