18/ 06/ 2000
Cuepacs wants to neet over Socso

Azran Aziz

KUANTAN, Sat. - Cuepacs is seeking a nmeeting with the Public Service
Departnment and the Human Resources Mnister to further convince them why
Socso coverage shoul d be extended to the civil service.

Cuepacs president S. Siva Subramani am said today fromwhat he had
gat hered, the Cabinet had rejected the proposal submtted by the PSD

"W will have a dialogue with both parties to forward our suggestions
for the Cabinet to reconsider. W are confident of getting a positive
response. "

He was speaking to reporters after attending the opening of the Nationa
Uni on of Teachi ng Profession's Pahang office by Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk
Tan Mohd Ami nuddi n | shak.

Socso benefits are avail abl e to non-pensionable staff in statutory
bodi es and private sector enployees.

In 1995, the Governnent cane up with a conpensation paynment schene or
ex-gratia payment schene for civil servants simlar to Socso's packages.

However, the schene was only tenporary and Siva Subramaniamsaid it was
not as conprehensive as Socso's.

Si va Subramani am sai d Cuepacs woul d push for a permanent schene.

"The Governnent has plans to extend Socso coverage to foreign workers.
So it is not proper to |l eave out civil servants," he said, adding that
600, 000 civil servants would enjoy Socso benefits if the coverage were to
be extended to those in the public sector.

He sai d Cuepacs understood the constraints of the Governnent which had
to set aside quite a large sum of noney for contribution to Socso.

"But we want sonething positive and permanent so that civil servants
will get the protection they deserve. The conpensati on paynent schene is
tenmporary and can be withdrawn any tinme," he said.

Si va Subramani am sai d Cuepacs woul d continue with the consultative
approach in dealing with the issue.

He said Socso was al so providing schol arships to children of
contributors but sadly, children of civil servants were not eligible for
t hat .

On its request to the Governnent to raise the retirenent age of civil
servants, Siva Subramani am said Cuepacs was leaving it to Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"W have submitted our nenorandumto him Just wait for the announcenent
and Cuepacs will abide by the decision," he said.
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