06/ 06/ 2000
Dai mreappoi nted Umo treasurer, Miustapa is i nfo chi ef

Hami sah Hami d

FI NANCE M ni st er Tun Dai mZai nuddi n has been reappoi nt ed Unmmo treasurer
whi | e Fi nance M ni stry advi ser Dat uk Miust apa Mohamed i s the party's new
informati on chief, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
announced yest er day.

Tan Sri Khalil Yaakub has al so been reappoi nted Umo secretary-general
whi | e t he 10 appoi nt ed Umo Suprene Counci| menbers will be announced
within the next two weeks, he said.

Speaki ng at a news conference after chairing the first Umo Suprene
Counci| neeting since the party's general assenbly in May, the Prine
M ni ster said he will decide on the 10 appoi nted council nenbers before
the next nmeeting.

Under the Umo constitution, the party president has the power to
appoi nt 10 suprene council nenbers in addition to the 25 council nenbers
el ected by delegates to the party's general assenbly. The posts of
secretary-general, treasurer and i nformation chi ef are al so appoi nted by
the Umo president.

"We have al so agreed to rotate the venue for the suprenme counci
meet i ngs bet ween Kual a Lunmpur and the states, so that we can see what the
situationis inthe states and get close to them" he said, adding that no
deci si on has been reached on which state will host the next neeting.

On the 10 appoi nted council nenbers, Dr Mahathir said he has to be very
careful in appointing themas there are many qualified candi dates,

i ncl udi ng wonen and nenteris besar.

“"Many are qualified, but we have to | eave out sone," he said, adding
that those who fail to be appointed as council nmenbers will be given posts
at the Umo bureaus which will be set up later

Dr Mahathir al so said that he will announce the appoi nt ment of state
Umo |iaison chairmen in two weeks' tinme.

He al so hinted that some nenteris besar may not be automatically
appoi nt ed Umo Supreme Council menbers this tinme around, although that has
been normal practice in the past.

"Normal |y yes. Normal neans sonetinmes it is not normal," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the supreme council meeting al so di scussed severa
i ssues rai sed by del egates at the party general assenbly in May, including
nmoney politics, |ack of Bum putera participationin newtownships and
busi nesses, and the country's i ndependence fromforeign influences.

He said the suprene council agreed that Mal aysia should continue with
its own policies to overcone donestic problens w thout dependi ng on vi ews
fromforeign parties

"W will not be ashaned of our approaches to handle any problem we wl|l
not be col oni sed by opi nions fromforeign parties on what constitutes
denocracy, in handling financial issues or the distribution of wealth
among different races," Dr Mahathir said.

He said Umo is aware that sonme foreign parties are not happy with the
success achi eved by Mal aysia. "W unani nously agreed that we are able to
defend our own country and wi Il not bowto anybody."

Dr Mahathir said the suprenme council al so wanted Umo to be free from
noney politics, and had cone up with suggestions on howit could do this.
He, however, declined to el aborate.

Meanwhi | e, Mustapa said the Umo i nformation chief post is very
chal l engi ng as he has to revive the party's image.



"I will discuss with supreme council menbers howto revive the party's

i mge and to carry out the task effectively,” he said when net by
reporters later.

Must apa repl aces Datuk Dr Yusuf Nor, who is also a suprenme council
menber .
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