06/ 06/ 2000
Dai mrefutes tal ks of resigning

Zety Fazil ah Baharuddin

FI NANCE M ni st er Tun Dai mZai nuddi n yest erday brushed of f specul ati on t hat
he plans to resign fromthe Cabinet, but told a news conference that his
work to revive the country's econony is al nost conpl et ed.

"These are all rumours. Not true," he said, when asked about market talk
of his resignati on which began spreading | ate | ast week and danpened
sentiment on the [ ocal stock market.

The Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange Conposite Index closed 1.1 per cent
| ower to 881.93 points yesterday fromlast Friday's 891.25 points.

The re-inclusion of Malaysia into the Morgan Stanl ey Capital
International indices on June 1 al so could not help the market hold its
900- poi nt resistance |evel.

Daimsaid he will leave it to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mbhamad t o deci de on his posts in the Government. Daimis al so Speci al
Functions M nister and Umo treasurer.

"I was requested to cone back and | cane back. If they say there are
other suitable candidates, then|l'Il go," he said, while stressing that
his work is al nost done.

Dai mal so deni ed runpurs of arift between himand Dr Mahathir, saying:
"I have no difference of opinions with the Prine Mnister. | wll advise,
he decides. "

Asked again if he felt his work was done, Dai msaid: "Wrk is never
finished. There will always be newmatters arising all the tinme, and they
have got to be attended to.

Nevert hel ess, he maintained that there are many ot hers who are capabl e
of taking over fromhim

"There are nmany of them those who are very know edgeabl e, who are
tal ented, who knowthe country well, who know the econony well. | can nane
hundreds of themif you want, but we have no time unfortunately,"” he said.

Rumoburs of a rift between Dai mand Dr Mahathir resurfaced after fornmer
Bank Negar a advi ser Nor Mohaned Yakcop' s appoi nt nent as speci al financi al
adviser tothe Prime M nister, a nove anal ysts sawas curtailing Daims
posi tion.
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