05 JUNE 2000
DAl M PM
DAIM SAYS IT'S UP TO PM TO DECI DE ON H' S CABI NET POSTS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n today declined to
comrent on rumours that he is resigning as Special Functions Mnister and
Fi nance M ni ster.

He said "lIt's up to the PM(prinme mnister) to decide."

When asked whet her he would | eave after he had finished his work in
turning around the econony, he said,"My job is al nost done but work is
never finished as there will always be new matters arising fromtinme to
time which need to be attended to."

Dai m was al so asked who woul d be his likely successor if he left and to
this he replied,"There are so many abl e persons to take over."

Daimal so said that his target for Ml aysia's annual GDP growth woul d
be 8.0 percent for this year

To achieve this, he said there would be a need to identify new areas of
growth to generate greater sustaining power for the econony.

Anal ysts have of late comented that rumours on the possibility of Daim
st eppi ng down as finance M nister had brought about the soft trend on the
| ocal stock market in recent weeks despite Malaysia's re-inclusion into the
Morgan Stanl ey Capital International Indices.

When Dai mwas appoi nted special functions mnister after Ml aysia was
hard hit by the regional financial crisis nore than two years ago, he said
his inmediate priority was to turn around the econony. He was | ater
appointed first finance mnister and then finance mninister.

Dai m has al ways said that he woul d step down once he had steered the
econony out of stornmy waters.

He told reporters today after opening a national seminar on
st rengt heni ng t he macroecononi ¢ fundanmental s of the Ml aysi an econony t hat
he has no differences of opinion with Dr Mahathir.

There has been tal k that Dai mand Dr Mahat hir had di sagreed on a nunber
of issues. Dr Mahathir has al so denied this.

Dai mal so said there were presently no plans to renove the existing
sel ective capital controls which had worked well to restore stability in
t he Mal aysi an econony. -- BERNAVA
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