12 JUNE 2000
Abdul | ah- Dai m
DAl M WORKS VWELL W TH DR MAHATHI R, SAYS ABDULLAH BADAW

KUALA LUMPUR, June 12 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today he believes that Finance Mnister Tun Daim
Zai nuddin works well with Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad and there is no
i ndi cation that they are not on good terns.

"I did not detect at any tine or any nonment that either of them showed
body sign...the way they speak, that would interprete that they are not
confortable with each other," he said.

"There was no indication at all... | don't believe that anything bad
has happened between the two," he said in an exclusive interview w th CNBC
News.

Asked about the runoured differences between the prine minister and
Daim he said he believed that Daimhad been very loyal to Dr Mahathir

"He (Daim works well with the PM | think the two men understood each
other very well. They may have sone di fferences of opinion in certain
things but the nost inmportant thing is that when a decision is nmade, both
of themare fully behind the decision nmade," he said.

Replying to a question, Abdullah said Dai mhad said before that he
woul d want to step down as Fi nance M ni ster.

"He has said it in the very beginning. He (Dain) told ne, 'l dont think
| want to stay long...But | have to cone back. PMwants nme to cone back, "
Abdul | ah sai d.

He was asked to comrent on Daims denial in a news conference with the
|l ocal nmedia that there were rifts between Dai mand Dr Mhat hir and that
Dai m had made it clear that he wanted to step down.

To anot her question, Abdullah said he would not want to further expand
specul ation on the rel ati onshi p between Dr Mahathir and Dai m

On Daims conment that he, Abdullah, was the second nost powerful man

in Mal aysi a, Abdullah said: "I do not know. | do not read about being the
nmost powerful (or) not being nost powerful...but | do have a |lot of work to
do. "

When asked on foreign investnment in Ml aysia, Abdullah said their
i nvestnents in Malaysia remai ned an i nportant contribution towards the
growt h of the econony.
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