21 APR 2000
DAl M GOVERNCOR
DAl M MJSTAPA DECLI NE COMVENT ON NEXT BNM GOVERNOR

KUALA LUMPUR, April 21 (Bernama) -- Finance minister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n
today declined to nane the next governor of Bank Negara Ml aysi a and said
it was the government's prerogative in making a decision on the nmatter.

Dai m was asked to comment on the likely candidate for the job to
succeed Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man who would retire at the end of
this nonth.

Dai m sai d the candi date need not be a banker but "sonmeone who can do
the job."

"He nmust know banki ng, econony and can gi ve good advice to ne," said
the finance mnister after |aunching newlogo for subsidiaries of Mal ayan
Banki ng Group here today.

On the Singtel's foray into the Mal aysian market, he said the
gover nment wel coned all investnent.

Meanwhi |l e, in another function, Datuk Mistapa Mohamad when asked to
comment on talk that he would be the next governor, said he had nothing to
say.

"The prinme mnister had coomented on it yesterday and it is clear. |
have nothing to say," said the econom c advisor to the finance mnistry.

He al so said that he had not met Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad nor Dai mon the matter

He was speaking to reporters after delivering a keynote address at the
PNB I nternational semnar on "lInvestnment 2000: |Issues and Strategies." --
BERNAMA
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