13 OCT 2000
Debat e- DAP
DAP VELCOVES PROPOSED UMNO- PAS YOUTH DEBATE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 13 (Bername) -- The DAP has descri bed t he proposed
debat e between Umo Yout h head Dat uk H shanmmuddi n Tun Hussei n and PAS Youth
chief Mahfuz Omar as a positive devel opnent and said it nmust be conducted
to seek the truth and establish real facts.

H shanmuddi n and Mahfuz are supposed to debate on the future of the
Mal ay conmuni ty.

DAP secretary-general Kerk Kim Hock said the debaters nust be ready to
approach the i ssue froma Ml aysi an context and | ook at how a nore united
and just Malaysia with a liberalised econony could be pronoted.

"The debate will not serve the country or even the Mal ays any good if
it is intended to be an enotionally-charged debate fuel ed by extrene raci al
sentiment or staged nerely for scoring political points,"” he said in a
st at enent here today.

Umo and PAS nust never forget that whatever problemfaced by the Ml ay
community was al so a Mal aysi an probl em Kerk said

"The recent Ml ay special rights controversy shows how Mal aysi ans stil
cannot debate sone affirmati ve econonic policies without the whole issue
bei ng qui ckly devel oped into an issue of racial confrontation," he said.

He added it was tinme that all groups and parties in the country
realised that politics of the new m Il enniumwould require mature and
responsi bl e di scussi ons of nation-buil di ng poli cies.

Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
PAS deputy president Abdul Hadi Awang have given their approval for the
debate to take place

- - BERNAMA

MAM AHH RYN



	DAP WELCOMES PROPOSED UMNO-PAS YOUTH DEBATE (Bernama 13/10/2000)

