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Dare to be different

I T takes new thinki ng and approaches to succeed in the 21st Century. Doing
this requires | eadership and risk taking agai nst established attitudes and
practi ces.

And the fact that Ml aysia has taken steps to tackle the chal |l enges of
the new m |l enniumhas invited gl oom and-doom predictions.

Responding to the prophets of doomwho have repeatedly rai sed negative
sentiments about Malaysia's investment in high-tech projects, notably the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor and Cyberjaya, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said, "All these projects have proven to be successful.
Is there any reason to believe these nay sayers now, when they have been
wrong every tine in the past?"

H story has shown that the gl oomand doom prophets are sel domri ght.
They thrive on predicting disasters on the horizon. They give potentially
destructive advice but deny responsibility if their predictions are wong.
They know that their prophecy of doomw Il sell books, nmagazi nes and
newsl etters.

But, the truth is, nobody can accurately predict the future. And if we
listen to them we do so at our own peril. Yet, there are nany who do and
the result can sonetinmes be self-fulfilling. Those with a pessimstic
outl ook on life take this kind of foolishness to heart and allow their
lives to be stunted by the gl oom and- doom prophets.

The success of such ventures as Malaysia's car project, the new Kual a
Lunpur International Airport, the Kuala Lunpur City Centre and the capital
control measures that saved Mal aysia during the Asian econonic crisis
proves only one thing - that Ml aysia believes in shaping its own destiny.

And in enbracing Information Technology in a big way as reflected in the
devel opnent of the Multimedia Super Corridor and Cyberjaya, Mal aysi a has
made t he doonsayers active again.

It takes a far-sighted | eadership to create a future that nost can
barely imagine. By initiating these high-tech projects, Malaysia is
equi pping itself for success in the 21st Century.

As today's econony nakes the transition to a "know edge econony” or an
"informati on society", there is a need to recogni se that the rules of the
new game wil|l be vastly different fromthose of the industrial econony of
the last century. The principles and practices of an industrial econony
need rewiting in an interconnected world where know-how is nore critica
t han ot her econoni c resources.

The new gl obal economny ushers in extraordinary tinmes requiring
extraordi nary | eadership

In the quest to create a nore resilient and conpetitive Malaysia, this
| eadershi p nust be shared by both the Governnment and the private sector.

The new econony requires know edge workers who nust be prepared to be
flexible, creative, innovative, receptive to new ideas and abl e to adapt
to changi ng situations. Conpanies will be | ooking for the professional
eclectic with the flexibility to be professional on nany different |evels
and the ability to nerge or converge different sets of skill

The beginning of the newmnmllenniumis a time for renewal of our
comm tnent to progress. W have succesfully recovered fromour worst
recession and now the stage is set for our econonmy to accelerate into the
future.

And no natter what the doonsayers say, we can certainly prepare for it
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