27/ 10/ 2000

Day of cel ebration for everyone

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Malaysians fromall wal ks of life today joined in
t he Deepaval i celebrations, trueto the spirit of goodw || and harnony.

Huge crowds turned up at open houses hosted by their H ndu friends
t hroughout the country.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad j oi ned t housands at the
open house hosted by Wrks M nister and M C presi dent Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel | u.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, was
gi ven a warmwel cone by the crowd when he arrived at Dewan Kong Chen at
the Chung Hwa School in Jalan | poh at 10am

Al so at the open house were Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi, his wife Datin Seri Endon Mahrmood, and ot her Bari san
Nasi onal | eaders.

Sany Vel lu said he was t hankful that everyone had joined in the
cel ebrations.

"l hope and pray that this happy occasion will strengthen the bond of
friendshi p and goodwi I | anong all Mal aysi ans," Samy Vel | u sai d.

He said the nulti-racial nature of Deepavali cel ebrations in Ml aysi a
was proof of the people's unity.

In Mal acca, the Festival of Lights was cel ebrated on a noderate scal e
with the Indian comrunity hol di ng open houses.

They included State M C chief Datuk R Raghavan, who is al so Bukit
Asahan Assenbl yman. He hosted an open house at his residence i n Taman
Maj u, Jasin.

Anong t hose who attended his open house were Yang di - Pertua Negeri Tun
Syed Ahmad Shahabuddi n, Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam and his
wi fe Dati n Asmah Abdul Rahman, and State Exco menbers.

In I poh, State M C chai rman Dat uk G Raj oo hosted an open house at his
honme in Li m Garden.

Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali and his wife
Datin Seri Kamariah Mokri .

Tajol Rosli said the spirit of unity was evident on the eve of Deepavali
at Little India, where people fromall races had cel ebrated.

El sewhere, Hi ndus al so hel d open houses and invited their friends in the
true Mal aysian tradition.

I n Kota Kinabal u, open houses were held for famly and friends while
many in the State capital took advantage of the public holiday to spend
time with their famlies.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Seri Osu Sukamjoined in the celebration at the
house of Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) vice-president Datuk K A Vanar in
Li kas.

Al so present were SAPP presi dent Datuk Yong Teck Lee and Sabah Bari san
Nasi onal secretary Datuk Kari mBuj ang.
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