18/ 10/ 2000

Debate: Al views considered

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
said the party will listen to all views about the proposed Pas-Umo
debate, including those who want it stopped.

"The problemis that if Umo refused the debate,"” he said, "Pas would
make it an i ssue and accuse Umo of being frightened."”

The Prinme Mnister said Pas' intentionin calling for the debate was
ai med at not hi ng nore than maki ng Umo | ook bad, not because it really
want ed a debate

"I'f Umo tal ks about Malay rights (the debate topic), Pas hopes that the
Chi nese and others will be angry and refuse to support Umo," he said.

"That's their aim not that they really want to debate. But if we don't
accept their challenge, it appears that we are scared,"” he told reporters
after opening a conference on the K-econony.

He was asked to comment on views that the debate woul d do nmore harmthan
good, and woul d not serve any purpose. These vi ews cane fromUmo | eaders
as well as those from Pas.

If confirned, the one-on-one debate is between Umo Youth chi ef Datuk
H shanmmuddi n Hussei n and hi s Pas counterpart Mahfuz Onar.

Dr Mahathir had earlier given his approval.

No date has been set for the debate but it is supposed to be held before
the fasting nonth next nonth.
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