12 OCT 2000
Mahat hi r - Debat e
DEBATE ON MALAY RI GHTS NECESSARY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d the proposed debate between the | eaders of the Umo and PAS
yout h wi ngs on Mal ay special rights and privileges is necessary to
enlighten the people on the issue.

However, he said he was unsure how t he debate would be carried out.

"We need to debate the matter out but | amnot sure how they are going
to go about debating it. There is a need for such debate so as to avoid
confusion anmong t he people," he said.

He was speaking at an airport press conference on his return froma
10-day working visit to Britain and a brief trip to Bosnia Herzegovi na en
route to Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, was comenting on Umo Youth
chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein's decision to hold a debate on Ml ay
special rights with PAS youth | eader Mahfuz Onar. The date and venue have
not been fixed yet.

Several Umo and PAS | eaders had earlier advised that the debate be
called off as it would a futile excercise and could not do rmuch to resolve
pr obl ens.

However, Terengganu Menteri Besar and PAS deputy president Abdul Hadi
Awang said today he would like to see the debate proceed as planned but it
must be held in an atnosphere of brotherhood.

Dr Mahat hir was asked whether he was prepared to debate with Kel antan
Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat who had earlier said there was
nothing to gain fromit as H shamuddi n and Mahfuz were "l ower rung
| eaders” who coul d not make deci sions.

Dr Mahathir said:"He (N k Abdul Aziz) is not in the position of power,
he is only the head of a small state, if he is prine ninister then we are
equal and even so he is not a party president.”

Asked whet her the Umo and PAS presidents thensel ves need to debate the
matter, Dr Mahathir said it did not have to be at that |evel as Umo has
t he peopl e who could argue the matter out.

Asked on the possibility of the opposition using the debate issue to
woo support, Dr Mahathir said: "They can try and we can also try."

On non-gover nment al organi sations discrediting himand the country
abroad, Dr Mahathir said they have the right to do so.

The prime mnister said when he met Muslimindividuals during his visit
to Britain, sonme Pakistani youths denonstrat ed.

"I do not know what has it got to do with us, but the denobnstrators
were not our people," he said.

On the opposition being involved in overseas snear canpai gn agai nst him
and Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said the opposition was indeed inciting students
"by spreading lies and not at all upholding the truth".

This was norrmal for the opposition to do internally or abroad, he said.

On the proposed formation of Puteri Umo and Wanita Umo's insistence
on a 25-year-old age limt for nmenbership of the former, Dr Mahathir said
Umo woul d di scuss the matter and see what woul d be suitable.

He added that it was an Umo's internal matter.
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